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The Cascade Junior/Senior High School graduating Class of 2020 rolls through downtown Cascade before a host 
of parents and loved ones cheering from the sidewalks June 28. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the graduation 
ceremony hosted in the gymnasium was limited so a lively parade was held afterward for all those who couldn’t 
be in attendance.

All hail to the Class of 2020
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While he is not a Cascade na-
tive, Larry Knipper is extremely 
happy to call Cascade “home.”

Raised on a farm just outside 
of Petersburg, Knipper gradu-
ated from Western Dubuque 
High School before earning his 
associate’s degree in marketing 
and management from the for-
mer Northeast Iowa Technical 
Institute, now known as North-
east Iowa Community College, 
in Peosta. After studying at the 
University of Dubuque for a se-
mester, Knipper left in 1987 to 
manage Cascade Lanes. It was 
there where he met his wife, 
Kathy, who is originally from 
Cascade.

“I’ve been living in Cas-
cade ever since I worked at the 

bowling alley,” Knipper said. 
“In 1990, I left Cascade Lanes 
to pursue a new career in floor 
covering. Ever since, I have 
been involved in just about ev-
ery facet of the floor covering 
industry — from retail sales 
and installations to manufac-
turing and distribution — and 
now back to retail and installa-
tion with my own store, Knip-
per Flooring.”

Knipper also made time to 
earn his bachelor’s degree from 
Ashford University.

Living in Cascade has provid-
ed Knipper with ample oppor-
tunity to enmesh himself in the 
community, and it’s an oppor-
tunity he’s deeply embraced.

“I like the small-town atmo-
sphere and the opportunity to 
be able to participate in many 
of the local organizations,” Knip-

per said. “I enjoyed my time 
while serving on the boys’ and 
girls’ youth baseball and softball 
board and the boys’ and girls’ 
youth basketball board, as well 

as coaching youth baseball, soft-
ball, boys’ and girls’ basketball 
and junior bowling. “I’m still in-
volved in the Cascade Cougars 
Booster club.

With the small-town atmo-
sphere, he enjoys so much, 
comes a healthy supportive en-
vironment in which to raise the 
family’s two children. “We’ve 
been blessed with two won-
derful kids in Evan and Erin, 
and it’s been a blast to watch 
them and their friends grow 
up together and play in sports, 
school band, speech and dra-
ma,” Knipper smiled.

Since he’s been deeply in-
volved in the lives of his chil-
dren, as well as the children 
of others as a coach and men-
tor, Knipper’s list of what he 
likes most about Cascade is 
expansive. “I’ve had so many 
wonderful experiences and 
memories that it’s hard to pick 
a favorite one.”

Although he no longer works 
directly at a bowling center, 

Knipper remains involved with 
the sport through coaching. 
“I am a USBC (United States 
Bowling Congress) Bronze Cer-
tified bowling coach, and the 
Cascade High School bowling 
coach for the boys’ and girls’ 
programs,” he states proudly. 
“I have been the coach since 
the inception.”

It’s a role he cherishes, but it 
is also a role Knipper explains 
is tenuous with the loss of the 
town’s bowling alley to the fire. 
“With Cascade Lanes being 
destroyed by fire and not re-
building, the program is ques-
tionable,” he said.

As he’s shown with his busy 
schedule, whether it’s got holes 
drilled in it, seams around it or 
needs to be inflated with an air 
pump, Knipper will continue 
having a ball.

Knipper having a ball living in Cascade
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Larry Knipper poses on the back porch of his Cascade 
home.
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It was musical storyteller Bob 
Dylan who in 1964 sang, “The 
times, they are a-changin.”

Somehow it seemed sadly 
poetic that Monday, the Cas-
cade Heart & Soul Committee 
hosted its first of three “Change 
Over Time” discussion events 
virtually, as America looks for a 
“new normal” in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The times 
are definitely “a-changin.”

For Heart & Soul, however, 
change is a good thing, and the 
triad of events was to once again 
gather feedback from citizens 
on Cascade’s past, present and 
future.

The group stated on its Face-
book page, “As we enter the final 

phase of Cascade Heart & Soul 
and make action plans for the 
future, the voice of each and ev-
ery resident makes a difference 

Heart & Soul 
hosts virtual 
meetings

Contributed Graphic
Cascade Heart & Soul has 
kicked off its final phase 
with a series of virtual 
discussions.
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