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News Briefs

Police Report

SUPERVISORS ANNOUNCE 

RECIPIENTS OF FIRE/EMS GRANTS

Dubuque County officials recently doled out $125,000 in 
grants to area fire and emergency medical departments in 
the name of a late county supervisor and esteemed firefighter.

Dubuque County supervisors this month signed off on the 
list of recipients of the inaugural Tom Hancock Memorial Fire 
and EMS grants. The program is named in honor of Hancock, 
who died in 2016 during his first term as a supervisor.

Hancock also was a former chief of the Epworth Fire De-
partment, a previous president of the Iowa Firefighters Asso-
ciation and a member of the Iowa Senate.

Award recipients for this year are:
New Vienna/Luxemburg Fire and EMS: $50,000 for fire 

station project
Cascade Fire Department: $20,000 for a new SCBA air com-

pressor
Farley Volunteer Fire Department: $15,000 for a station 

generator
Key West Fire and EMS: $15,000 for a fire/rescue boat
Worthington Fire and EMS: $10,000 for a monitor/defibril-

lator project
Asbury Community Fire Department: $5,000 for gas mon-

itors and CO detectors
Holy Cross/North Buena Vista Fire Department: $5,000 for 

generator replacement
Sherrill Fire Department: $5,000 for a front-mount remote 

monitor

CHAMBER HOLIDAY LIGHTING 

CONTEST BEING JUDGED DEC. 12
It’s once again time to channel your inner-Griswold for the 

Cascade Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday Lighting Con-
test. There is no need to register this year, as all are included 
in the contest. Judging takes place Thursday, Dec. 12, with the 
judges looking for the top two residential displays in the Best 
Overall Lighting category, as well as their choice for top hon-
ors in the Commercial category. Top prize in each category is 
$100, with the second-place residential winner receiving $75.

The Cascade P.D. reported:
• Jacob D. Bumphrey, 29, Cascade, cited for equipment 

violation, Nov. 26.

“methamphetamine intoxication.”
“Our officers, although it wasn’t 

seen on video, followed our jail pro-
tocols when dealing with that sub-
ject,” Kennedy said. “It’s always a 
teaching moment any time you have 
a tragic situation like that.”

Growing use across the nation, 
tri-state area

A growing number of law enforce-
ment agencies across the nation and 
tri-state area have equipped officers 
with body-worn cameras.

The devices have gone from rare 
to ubiquitous. More than one-third 
of all law enforcement across the 
country now use body-worn camer-
as and nearly 47% of agencies intend 
to adopt their use, according to the 
Associated Press.

Studies conducted of U.S. law en-
forcement agencies since 2013 have 
found that officers with body-worn 
cameras were more productive in 
terms of making arrests. They also 
had fewer complaints lodged against 
them relative to officers without 
body-worn cameras, and had high-
er numbers of citizen complaints 
resolved in their favor, according to 
a 2018 review of research by the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

However, more information is 
needed on how and whether use of 
cameras has lead to better training, 
policies, prosecution and investiga-
tions of officer-involved shootings 
or other critical incidents, according 
the DOJ.

Platteville police have utilized 
some form of body cameras since 
late 2013. Officers currently use 
camera-equipped smartphones 

that automatically upload footage 
to a cloud server, Platteville police 
Lt. Jeff Haas said.

Dubuque Police Department 
began outfitting every officer with a 
body-worn camera in late 2016.

“(Officers) don’t want to go out 
there in today’s environment and 
have their actions judged without 
people having the whole side of the 
story,” said Dubuque police Lt. Joe 
Messerich. “While it doesn’t show 
everything the officer’s seeing or 
feeling at the time, it does provide 
some level of an independent wit-
ness.”

And when complaints are lodged, 
camera footage has led to faster res-
olution of excessive use of force and 
other misconduct complaints.

“A lot of times the person with-
draws the complaint, or if it’s sub-
stantiated, we bring it up with the 
officer and correct it that way,” Haas 
said.

Messerich said cameras also pro-
vide corroborating evidence to doc-
ument probable cause for arrests, 
determine appropriate charges and 
increase the accuracy of officer’s re-
ports.

But, like with any piece of tech-
nology, there are limitations.

The cameras are fixed and do not 
show where an officer is looking at 
any particular moment.

“An officer under stress might get 
tunnel vision, focusing on what their 
perceived threat is. They might miss 
all sorts of other things out there 
the camera is picking up on,” Mes-
serich said. “Use-of-force situations 
are tense and rapidly evolving, and 

when we judge it we shouldn’t be 
judging it with perfect 20/20 hind-
sight. And the cameras kind of give 
the tendency to want to do that.”

Use, storage and retention
As for the use, retention and dis-

semination of body-cam footage, 
the Dubuque County Sheriff ’s De-
partment mirrored the Dubuque Po-
lice Department’s body-cam policy.

The policy states video captured 
by body-worn cameras may be con-
sidered “investigative material” and 
therefore exempt from disclosure 
under state law, but it may be pro-
vided to the public at the discretion 
of the chief deputy in consultation 
with the county attorney.

Cameras will be required to be 
activated for all traffic stops, arrests, 
prisoner transports, vehicle search-
es, physical or verbal confrontations, 
use of force, domestic violence calls, 
field sobriety testing and OWI inves-
tigations.

The policy makes exceptions 
when activating a camera would 
be unsafe. It also makes exceptions 
for witnesses or victims who do not 
wish to be recorded, discussions of 
tactics and recording confidential 
informants.

Footage would be stored for four 
months before being burned onto a 
Blu-ray backup and retained as evi-
dence for five years, unless part of an 
open investigation.

Police in Galena and Stockton, 
Ill., as well as Fennimore, Wis., and 
Asbury, Iowa, use cameras. Sheriff’s 
departments in Jackson County, 
Iowa, and Jo Daviess County, Ill., do 
as well. 
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About 500 people have provided 
public input during the Dubuque 
County Conservation Board’s effort to 
create the department’s first long-term 
strategic plan.

While the public input phase will 
continue through mid-December, 
consultants and county officials say 
several key themes are emerging. But 
to Ryan Peterson, principal and land-
scape architect at RDG Planning & 
Design, the enthusiastic response is 
incredibly promising.

“I’m extremely pleased with having 
500 people both in person and online 
take the time to do the survey,” he said. 
“It takes 15 to 20 minutes. And in this 
day and age, that’s not a small ask. That 
tells me there’s a significant amount of 
interest in what Dubuque County of-
fers.”

Brian Preston, the conservation 
board’s executive director, said this is 
the first time the department has in-
vested in a holistic evaluation of local 
assets and their potential.

“It’s kind of groundbreaking for our 
department,” he said. “I’m really excit-
ed about it. It actually is going to make 
budgeting a whole lot easier, looking at 
some of the priorities and projects that 
people have emphasized.”

Early findings include:
• People want more trails.
“When we ask people to prioritize 

what their No. 1 thing is that we should 
focus on, people overwhelmingly talk-

ed about and support making trails 
more accessible in terms of the quan-
tity of trails in our county,” Peterson 
said.

• Investments should be made in 
park infrastructure.

“That might be updating facilities,” 
Peterson said. “That could include 
park pavilions. That might include 
bridge infrastructure. That might in-
clude ways to make things a little bit 
easier to use.”

• Local residents also care about 
protecting natural resources in 
Dubuque County.

“The key word was habitat preser-
vation and restoration,” Peterson said. 
“That would be restoring woodlands 
that might be degraded or restoring 
habitats for plants, animals. ... That 
goes hand-in-hand with water quality 
because oftentimes, the natural habi-
tat does the best job.”

Project leaders also are gather-
ing feedback about specific plans for 
each park. For example, residents view 
Swiss Valley Nature Center as “the 
gateway to the outdoors,”

Peterson said.
“We (will) take that (input), and 

we are going to visit each of the park 
plans,” he said. “What happens at 
Swiss Valley? What happens at White-
water Canyon?”

Peterson said the plan, which likely 
will be finalized and adopted in April, 
lays out a 20- to 25-year “vision” for 
Dubuque County conservation efforts.

“It’s going to take some time to fulfill 
this vision,” he said.

Themes emerge after 
conservation plan input
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Dubuque County residents 
now have 89 new acres of un-
touched, historic farmland in 
the southeast part of the coun-
ty — a place rich with wildlife 
and recreation potential on 
Lytle Creek.

The county in May 2018 
purchased Bowstring Wildlife 
Area, 727 Creekbranch Lane in 
Bernard, after first investigat-
ing Washington Mill Bridge. 
The bridge is the primary ac-
cess point to the area.

“Our county engineer has 
been on a mission to get all of 
our bridges replaced that have 
a load limit,” said Dubuque 
County Conservation Executive 
Director Brian Preston. “Lucki-
ly, this bridge was on that list.”

County Engineer Anthony 
Bardgett said the type of bridge 
— bowstring — is rare and also 
historical.

“It’s a national historic 
bridge, so we can’t just elim-
inate that bridge and build a 
new one,” he said. “We would 
either have to disassemble 
that bridge and reconstruct it 
to make it safe to be driven on 
or build another one beside it.”

The county ultimately 
purchased the property for 
$425,000. Bardgett said it was 
both a cost-saving measure 
and brought benefits to the 
county.

The property is a collection 
of oak-hickory, prairie, crops 
and wetland, isolated from 
the sights and sounds of a city. 
Preston counts that solitude 
among the principle potential 
uses of the site.

“It’s relatively untouched,” 
he said.

Preston said county conser-
vation has been working with 
people from the Veterans Free-
dom Center in cleaning up the 
property.

“A lot of the veterans have 
PTSD so they want a quiet 
place to come out and re-
lax,” he said. “They’ll be able 
to come up here and relax 
around a campfire, enjoy the 
silence.”

Preston said the plan is to 
prepare primitive camping sites 
on the property, amenities that 
have repeatedly been requested 
during the conservation depart-
ment’s ongoing comprehensive 
planning process.

“People want more trails,” 
he said. “They want a more 
rustic experience. That’s part 
of the quality of life things we 
need to attract young people 
to the area.”

Preston also sees kayaking 
in the bordering Lytle Creek 

as a prime attraction for the 
new park.

“It’s amazing, the scen-
ery along here with the rock 
bluffs,” he said. “We kayaked 
it in July. It was a hot, muggy 
day and there’s these cold air 
vents that come out of the 
caves along the water. It’s like 
air conditioning.”

Those very vents lend to the 
land a signature that could sig-
nal unique wildlife.

“There’s endangered species 
along Lytle Creek — the Iowa 
Pleistocene snail — because of 
those cold air vents,” Preston 
said. “Just downstream from 
here there’s a state preserve to 
protect those snails.”

Other unique wildlife has 
been on full display already.

“You talk to a lot of older 
folks that used to farm and 
bobolinks used to be really 
common in these pastures 
and grassy areas,” Preston 
said. “Gradually they’ve been 
declining and their population 

is in tough shape. So when I 
got up here and saw the bob-
olinks, I was so excited.”

A bobolink is a blackbird, dis-
tinctive in the males by a gold or 
cream-colored cap on the back 
of its head and nape. They mi-
grate north from South America 
annually to breed.

“They’re only here for a 
short period during the sum-
mer — two or two and a half 
months,” Preston said. “But 
there’s so much production 
up here, they’re able to raise 
their young. There are so many 
insects, so much biomass that 
they can exploit, they rapid-
ly develop and migrate right 
back to Argentina.”

Some of the area’s south-
ernmost white pine and Cana-
dian yews also have pleasantly 
surprised conservation staff 
and visitors.

There is a fair amount of 
work to do before the park 
quite meets its potential, how-
ever.

Already, 2,200 tires have 
been removed and cleaned 
from the property — most 
by area Boy Scout Ryan Kes-
ter, who is pursuing his Eagle 
Scout ranking. 

Preston said conservation 
officials will slowly restore 
larger fields on the farm to 
prairie, giving wildlife time to 
adapt. The same will be true 
of planting trees on smaller 
fields.

When Washington Mill 
Bridge can no longer carry 
vehicles, it will be restricted 
to pedestrian traffic, making 
Bowstring a hike-in experi-
ence in pristine, serene Iowa 
nature.

Solitude key at new wildlife area

Nicki Kohl • Telegraph Herald
The Washington mill bridge crosses Lytle Creek at the 
entrance of the newly opened bowstring Wildlife Area 
near bernard.


