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Governor Kim Reynolds attended and spoke 
at a political rally in Cascade, Oct. 8 for Dr. Ste-
ven Bradley’s campaign for a seat in the Iowa 
House of Representatives. This seat represents 
all of Iowa District 58, consisting of Jackson 
County, most of Jones County and Dubuque 
County from Worthington to Cascade.

“It was a tremendous success to have the 
governor come to Cascade and spend so much 
time talking with everyone,” said Bradley. “She’s 
the top person in the state of Iowa. For her to 
support me is very significant.”

Reynolds was equally as enthusiastic in her 
support for Bradley, saying,

“Bradly is a great candidate. He’s a doctor, 
he’s a small business owner, he’s worked in-
credibly hard and given back to his community. 
If 2020 has taught us anything, it’s that leader-
ship matters, and we need to make sure we keep 
Iowa open and keep kids in school. We need to 
have majority in the Iowa State Senate and the 
Iowa House, and this is an opportunity for us 
to pick up a seat and really build on what we’re 
doing.”

Bradley works as a dentist in Cascade, a ca-
reer that introduced him to the political land-
scape years ago.

“I’m no stranger to politics,” he said. “I’ve 
been involved down in Des Moines for 18 years. 
I was president of the Iowa Dental Association, 
chairman of the Dental Board, appointed by 

both Democratic and Republican governors. 
For 18 years I was down putting bills in and 
helping everybody in the state of Iowa, so it’s 
just natural that I would go here. Other senators 
and representatives knew me and said that I’d 
be a perfect fit to be the next representative in 
this district.”

Bradley and Reynolds share an admiration 
for what they see as the unique strengths of 
Iowa, and a desire to build up those strengths 
even further.

Reynolds is pleased with how the State of 
Iowa is positioned, “There are not very many 
states that are in the position that Iowa is in. 

Reynolds speaks  
at rally for Bradley
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Governor Kim Reynolds and Dr. Steven 
Bradley spoke at an event in Cascade, 
Oct. 8.

 RALLY ~turn to page 2A

BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

Jason Kurt, of Cascade, was 
named Grand Champion in 
the annual Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association Carcass Chal-
lenge. This is his second time 
winning Iowa’s only state-wide 
fed-beef competition, his first 
in 2016. 

The contest is designed to 
encourage and promote the 
improvement of breeding of 
beef cattle. Steers are submit-
ted to the contest by sponsored 
donations. In Kurt’s case, Cus-
tom Precast brought a steer 
from his herd to be entered into 
the contest.

“I think they got 72 steers,” 
said Kurt. “They all get hauled 
to a single location, and they 
get fed together for a period of 
roughly 150 days. They weigh 
the cattle at the start, middle, 
and end, and keep track of the 
performance of the cattle. At 
the end, they figure its retail 
value per days on feed. This 
means the quality of the car-
cass, or how much meat you 
grew on that steer from start to 
finish, and the highest quality 
meat.”

Kurt explained that the con-

test is set up to eliminate vari-
ables — such as the steer’s diet 
and weather conditions — and 
allows for only the base genetic 
potential of the cattle to be the 
determining factor in which 
one turns out the best. His own 
winning steer is one of the lat-
est in his herd.

“I have a cow herd that we’ve 
been working on for 20-plus 
years,” he said, “Trying to make 
breeding decisions, genetics 
decisions, that make my cattle 
worth more at the end of the 
day. It’s basically a process that 
never ends, but you’re trying to 
breed the best bulls to pair with 
your females, and then saving 
their offspring and breeding a 
better bull from that offspring. 
It’s very slow but rewarding at 
times.”

Beef carcasses are judged on 
both the amount and quality of 
the meat on their bodies. Kurt 
described key qualities that he 
strives for when breeding his 
steers.

“You need to have a very 
high marbling — the intramus-
cular fat that you see in your 
steak — and a fast-growing an-
imal that is also functional and 
can get to the endpoint with-
out falling apart. You need to 

put together the total package 
of functionality and desirable 
traits.”

It is the quality of intramus-
cular fat that is a determining 
factor in how good the beef is, 
as Kurt explained that’s where 
all the flavor comes from.

“The meat is the muscle. 
It’s the intramuscular fat that 
makes a steer better or worse. 
The more intramuscular fat 
you have, the higher grading it 
will be, such as choice prime. 
If you’re in a grocery store 
looking at steaks, they have 
USDA choice. That means 
there’s a fair amount of in-
tramuscular fat, and USDA 
Prime is the highest. That’s 
where your f lavor comes 
from, the fat.”

Beef farmers like Kurt are on 
a constant mission to improve 
the genetic health of their cat-
tle, and the tastiness of the final 
product for the good of every-
one involved in the transac-
tions.

“If they’re not tasty, the con-
sumers don’t want them, and 
they don’t keep coming back to 
buy more. We have to try and 
provide a product to the meat-
packers that sells — keep ev-
erybody in business,” Kurt said.

Kurt wins Carcass Challenge
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From left, Bryon and Carolyn Kelchen, of Custom Precast Company, donors of the 
winning steer, and Jason Kurt, the steer’s breeder.
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The Cascade City Council voted to fund the 
Downtown Façade Renovation Reimburse-
ment project with the goal of improving the ap-
pearance and attraction of the city at its regular 
meeting, Oct. 12.

Mayor Greg Staner said, “I think it’s a good 
plan. It would encourage a lot of the businesses 
downtown to possibly look at doing some work 
on the façades of their buildings, and bring those 
properties up. Our goal is to get that downtown 
vibrant, running, and have the business down 
there really start bringing in the people. That’s 
our goal.”

Applications can be filled out by those who 

wish to renovate their relevant downtown prop-
erties, and be approved on a case by case basis.

The Council also voted to fund half the cost for 
sidewalk concrete work at 201 1st Ave W along 
Buchanan St. SW. The Council decided that the 
case warranted city funding because the side-
walk’s problem was caused by the city-laid street, 
creating a large stepping hazard for pedestrians.

Councilman Mike Delenay said, “If it was just 
wear and tear on the sidewalk, I don’t think we’d 
have any involvement whatsoever. If it is the street 
that’s causing the issue, I can see us helping out 
with some of the expenses in this case.”

Staner agreed, saying, “In this case, you can see 
that there was clearly an issue with the way the 
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Hollow Tree
Gifts & Florals

Call us today for a consultation!

319-465-3926

Discover a truly unique 
gift and fl oral shop.

Offering....Home Decor, Exquisite Accent pieces
Unforgettable Wedding Designs

 Funeral & Memorial • Those Extra Special Occasions
Great selection of hanging and potted fl owering plants

 Located off Hwy 151 between Cascade & Monticello | 23704 Valley Rd, Monticello, IA 52310
Open: Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri: 8am- 5pm; Sat: 8am-12pm; Mon: by appointment 

Council funds storefront 
renovation, sidewalk repair
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