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The hard work put in by the citizens 
of Cascade to revitalize their town over 
the last several years was given a na-
tional spotlight by Rural Revival, a pod-
cast and blog focused on celebrating 
small towns across rural America. The 
spotlight began with the podcast July 
15 where Molly Knuth owner of Molly 
Knuth Media in Cascade, spoke about 
the town.

According to Knuth, she first en-
countered Rural Revival three years ago 
when she was getting her own business 
off the ground. From there, it became 
a podcast she listened to regularly and 
then a community she was a part of. 
This led to podcast host Danna Larson 
visiting Cascade to speak at the annual 
Chamber of Commerce Dinner.

“The podcast host had an opportuni-
ty for rural people to join a mastermind 
group,” said Knuth, “which convenient-
ly occurred at the same time COVID-19 
happened. We wouldn’t have been able 
to meet in person, but because she al-
ready had her network across the Unit-

ed States, she was able to bring us all 
together, even though we were rural, to 
work online and talk about how we can 
continue making our small towns grow. 
I worked with her in that group for the 
last year or so and she came to Cascade 
shortly before COVID-19 started. She 
was going to be a guest speaker at the 
Chamber of Commerce Dinner in 2020, 
and at that point we talked about being 
on the podcast to talk about Cascade’s 
revitalization. We were finally able to do 
it when she came to town in May for the 
chamber dinner this year.”

Knuth said the podcast itself fo-
cused on Cascade’s recent growth and 
possible ways other small towns could 
emulate the success for their own com-
munities.

Knuth said, “She asked me about 
Cascade because, as people know, in 
the last 10 years or so, we’ve had a real 
surge in facade upgrades in downtown, 
a lot of business development out in 
the industrial park with the new Centro 
coming in and some of the other con-
struction projects going on. She asked 
me what was happening in Cascade and 
what were things I saw as possible links 

that allowed all this growth to happen. 
We talked about how we have a dedi-
cated business community, people who 
are willing to put themselves out there 
and take risks, how we have some long-
time businesses that have been here 
for decades and we have a lot of people 

who are excited to start new businesses 
in recent years. We talked about how 
things can snowball and create buzz, 
how marketing has changed to allow 
people to talk about their business on 
social media. We ran the gambit on all 
those things.”

The podcast was quickly followed 
by a series of blog entries about various 
Cascade businesses and community 
members released July 18-23. The fea-
tured members were Beringer Family 
Farms, Jake and Jackie McAllister, Riv-
erview Ridge Campground, Cascade 
Lumber and Two Gingers Tavern.

According to Katelyn Wolfe, director 
of the Cascade Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Rural Revival helps connect 
small towns across the country to allow 
their business communities the oppor-
tunity to network and share ideas.

Wolfe said, “Danna and some other 
nationally-known small town enthusi-
asts operate and run a group for peo-
ple in my position who are passionate 
about their own small towns to help 
them grow. It’s a continued education 
kind of thing. I’ve been a member of 
that group for two years now along with 
some other communities from the area. 
We’ve learned a lot and shared a lot of 
ideas. After working together for the 
last couple years, it was time to show 
off Cascade and everything we have 
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Riley Supple of the Richland R & R 4-H Club leads his registered heifer —maintainer entry around the 
ring during the Great Jones County Fair Beef Show July 23. Supple won the class with his entry.

Follow the leader

Rural Revival spotlights Cascade

Daniel Charland • Staff Photo
Outside of town, a roadside welcome sign advertises just a few of 
the features Cascade has to offer to people who stop by.
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The Cascade City Council dis-
cussed possible changes to the plan 
for a new gazebo at Riverview Park 
during their meeting July 26. These 
included a possible deck.

City Administrator Deanna Mc-
Cusker said it’s unlikely any deck 
would extend over the river wall, 
as it is considered part of the levee 
and would involve the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Many design options 
are still being considered and will 
be submitted to Cascade Lumber 
Company to see what plans can 
be drawn up. McCusker also said 
she’s received four inquiries about 
accepting donations in memory of 
loved ones and has decided to open 
it up for anyone who wishes to offer 
a donation.

The proposed stormwater ordi-
nance was reviewed by the council. 
While the council had been ex-
amining an ordinance developed 
for Dubuque County and the city 
of Dubuque, it was decided that it 
was too wordy and encompassing 
to be adopted as Cascade’s own or-
dinance. Instead, the city will take 
some ideas and phrases from the 
Dubuque ordinance to tweak the 
existing code.

The council approved the first 
reading of an ordinance amending 
a section of the code of zoning re-
garding setbacks on lots less than 80 
feet wide.

“Most lots are over 100 feet wide,” 
said McCusker, “but there’s a lot of 
lots, especially in the older part of 
town, that are 60 feet wide. Right 

City to accept 
community donations 
for new gazebo
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