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Students returned to in-person classes over the last 
couple of weeks, but this year had a different look to 
it. Due to COVID-19, schools across the country had 
implemented sanitizing stations, mask wearing and 
social distancing to protect students and staff.

Cascade schools were no different from the others. 
Ryan Fritz, Cascade Junior/Senior High principal, and 
Dan Wendler, Cascade Elementary principal, both 
thought that the school year has gotten off to a good 
start.

“While people may have felt like it would be very 
different, the biggest piece of feedback that I received 
from students and staff last week was how normal it felt 
to be back.” Wendler said.

“Our student body as a whole has adapted well to 
the different approaches that we have implemented 
to slow the spread of COVID-19,” Fritz said.

Wendler added that 80-85% of their days now look 
exactly like they did in the past. The school has im-
plemented plenty of measures to ensure safety, but 
they also want the students to have a real school ex-
perience.

The teachers have come up with several ideas to im-
prove the experience for their students. While initially 
looking at strategies to minimize the risk of spread, 
they are also navigating the implementation of a learn-
ing management system and other technology to assist 
educational opportunities for their students.

“We are working to take this situation day by day 
and are continually looking for areas to improve,” 
Fritz said. “To date, we have made a couple of ad-
justments to our lunch schedule to accommodate a 
number of mitigation strategies we are implementing 
during this time.”

“Like any school year, we have had to make some 
adjustments during the first week,” Wendler said. “I 
would say that this year felt very similar to that and 
that it’s been a very smooth and successful start to the 
school year.”

With all of these new protocols to protect anyone 
that enters the building, some of these ideas may stick 
around for the long haul.

“While still early, we have found a couple of practic-
es that we hope will stick once the pandemic comes to 
an end,” Fritz said.

“If these measures keep us safe, healthy and keeps 
kids in school,” Wendler said, “we will certainly con-
tinue to use whatever precautions to keep our schools 
open.”
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This love-struck couple enjoys the view in a garden along 3rd Avenue West in Cascade.
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Big things are happening at 
what is now one of the most 
aesthetically pleasing build-
ings in Cascade’s downtown.

This week, building owner 
Brian Bock and the City of Cas-
cade have announced the proj-
ect located at 201 1st Avenue 
W., or what was formally the 
Corner Tap, has been awarded 
a Community Catalyst Grant 
while also sharing the news 
that Happy Joe’s is slated to 

become the building’s first 
tenant.

News of the catalyst grant 
came as a bit of a surprise to 
Bock.

“At first, we did not get the 
catalyst grant,” Bock said. “So, I 
was not expecting any funding 
after the announcement came 
out. There were a lot of other 

worthy projects across the state 
and I really felt our project was 
perfect for a catalyst grant, but 
it just didn’t make the cut.”

But about three weeks ago, 
Bock said they received an un-
expected call.

“It came out of left field, 
but it was a great surprise,” 
Bock recalled. “Some of these 
people that had received the 
catalyst grants weren’t able to 
continue with their projects 
for whatever reason, and we 
were right on the cusp of get-
ting one so that moved us up 
a notch. We were told if our 
project was still moving for-
ward, we needed to resubmit. 
Of course, Deanna (McCusker, 
Cascade city administrator) 
did that right away and when 

Happy Joe’s returns to town
Former Corner 
Tap building 
gets unexpected 
catalyst grant
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Happy Joe’s is slated to be the new tenant the building that 
formerly housed the Corner Tap.
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