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The current COVID-19 
pandemic placed many small 
business owners in the un-
comfortable position of learn-
ing their businesses were not 
deemed “essential” by Gov. 
Kim Reynolds, who ordered 
the closure of all non-essen-
tial businesses to help slow 
the spread of COVID-19. While 
small business owners may 
have understood why their 
doors were ordered locked, 
these businesses are definite-
ly “essential” when it comes to 
the livelihood of the business 
owners and that of their em-
ployees.

As the COVID-19 restric-
tions were lifted, allowing 
most businesses to re-open 
with some adjustments for 
social distancing, significant 
damage has already been 
done that business owners are 
feeling today and will be deal-
ing with for quite some time in 
the future.

Joyce Fagan owns Annie’s 
Treasures in Cascade. It’s 
fitting that her business is lo-
cated in a former church, as 
Fagan fears she may not have 
a prayer for a full recovery.

“I lost 36 working days,” said 
Fagan. “It will be very hard to 
make up for all I lost. It was a 
whole season, that followed 
our slowest months of the 
year. I can only hope to have 
steady sales now to keep the 
shop going.”

She is very appreciative 
of her customers in the area 
who have worked with her to 
keep business going — even 
if just at a trickle. “I posted a 
lot of pictures on Facebook. I 
told people if there was some-
thing they saw in the pictures 
or if they knew of things they 
wanted, I would gladly meet 
them on the curb. I mailed out 
a lot of things, and I met a lot of 
people out in front of the shop. 

I’m so very thankful that I have 
such good followers.”

Unlike some of the images 
shown on television of people 
completely ignoring all pre-
ventative measures, Fagan is 
taking her re-opening slow. 
“This virus is very scary. I un-
derstand why we had to shut 
down our stores. I am praying 
every day that there won’t be 
a second shutdown. We will 
practice lots of safety in the 
shop. Masks, hand-washing, 
sanitizing and social distanc-
ing is a must.”

Angie Supple owns The 
Pink Pig, a boutique fashion 
store that was closed from 
March 17 to May 9. While the 
store is a second job for Sup-
ple, she still felt the financial 
pinch.

“We lost 30 days of our store 
being open and one large 
event. We were also supposed 
to open our second location in 
Ankeny at the end of May, and 
that has been delayed because 
of this.”

The Pink Pig has long en-
joyed a strong online pres-
ence, and at least that trend 
continued somewhat. Supple 

Area businesses 
feel impact of 
COVID closures
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This sign outside of 
Annie’s Treasures says 
it all, as most local 
businesses were recently 
allowed to re-open in 
some capacity.
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Family members, friends and former co-workers take part in a parade to honor Curt Curoe who passed away 
May 10. Curoe spent over 30 years with Horsfield Construction. The parade ran by his house in between Bernard 
and Fillmore, May 15.

Horsfield Construction honors longtime employee
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When Cascade High School seniors 
Jordan Simon and Molly McElmeel can 
begin hitting the books at Iowa State 
University in Ames and Hawkeye Com-
munity College in Waterloo, respective-
ly, their memories of their four years at 
CHS will begin to become a part of their 
past.

Unfortunately for the two soon-to-
be graduates and seniors everywhere, 
those memories will not include sever-
al pivotal moments and events that are 
commonplace in years not dominated 
and shortened by the term “COVID-19.”

The pandemic has wreaked havoc on 
the best-made plans of seniors and their 
parents to enjoy these special moments, 
and have left many feeling incomplete 
when it comes to wrapping up and cel-
ebrating the previous four years.

Simon intends to double major in 
public relations and event management 
at ISU, but feels like she missed out on 
a significant portion of her senior ex-

perience. “The parts I definitely miss 
the most from not being able to have a 
senior year are prom, a typical last day 
of school, final projects with my class-

mates, and a traditional on-time grad-
uation ceremony.”

Like many, she also missed out on 
parts of her last year of athletic compe-
tition by not getting to show her stuff in 
track and field.

“Being my senior year and the year 
to really peak, it is very sad to not get 
the final chance to run with my team-
mates and be coached one last time by 
Coach (Tim) Frake and Coach (Amber) 
DeSousa,” Simon lamented. “To me that 
was one of the hardest things to let go, 
especially because an extended bas-
ketball season kept me from attending 
even a single track practice of my senior 
season.”

Simon was forced to learn a hard 
lesson, but also realizes the true im-
portance of the situation. “I mean I 
definitely feel robbed of the end of my 
senior year and it is extremely unfortu-
nate, but absolutely necessary. I feel it 
was best for the safety of our town and 

Shortened high school year 
bummer for seniors, parents
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Jordan Simon celebrates happier 
times during her senior year.
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