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eople of a certain vintage 
may have painful memories 
of what dentistry once was 

to them — hearkening to problem-
atic teeth being extracted by a trusty 
set of pliers or a length of string 
tied simultaneously to the affected 
tooth and the knob of a soon-to-be-
slammed door.

Thankfully, those memories 
and practices belong to the stone 
age of dentistry. Many of today’s 
dental appointments result in the 
use of the latest in 21st century 
technology, where the latest in 
imaging and dental procedures is 
just a few mouse clicks or sweeps 
of a touchpad away.

Dentistry has gone digital.
Cascade-area patients who are 

experiencing troublesome teeth 
or other mouth maladies can take 
advantage of digital dentistry with 
a visit to Dr. Steven Bradley and 
the staff at the Cascade Dental 
Center, 714 1st Ave. East in Cas-
cade.

Digital dentistry can be broad-
ly defined as “dental technolo-
gies or devices utilizing digital 
components to perform dental 
procedures.” For Bradley, digital 
dentistry has made dentistry go 
smoother for everyone involved. 
“I think digital dentistry has made 
everything easier for our patients. 
It’s a ‘win-win’ for everybody — 

my patients and my staff.”
There are numerous dental ap-

plications in his office, but Bradley 
listed a few specific examples.

“Ou r  ra d i o g ra p h s  a re  n ow 
all digital, which decreases the 
amount of radiation, so it makes it 
safer for the patients, staff and my-
self. We’ve got it down so with the 
cavity detecting x-rays we take ev-

ery year, the amount of radiation 
is about the same as you get by 

being out in the sun for an hour.”
The dentist continued, “We 

have digital dentistry for making 
crowns, so I can do a crown all in 
one day, so it doesn’t take mul-
tiple visits. It’s just easier for pa-
tients.”

Bradley said that digital dentist-
ry is also more cost-effective for 
his patients. “When you take less 

time to do something, you can re-
duce the cost. I don’t have to pay 
my staff (for as much time), and I 
think it reduces the cost of health 
care in general.”

Any new technology provides 
challenges to the people who uti-
lize it, but Bradley said that like 
anything, he and his staff have 
become adept at putting it into 
practice. “There’s a steep learn-
ing curve,” he said. “Once you get 
into it, it’s a lot easier the more you 
do it.”

Some of  the most  common 
practices of  dentistr y remain 
much as they’ve always been. “For 
instance, patients’ teeth are still 
cleaned the same way, but now 
digital x-rays are instantaneous 
and there is no down time waiting 
for film to be processed.

“We know ever ything r ight 
away,” Bradley said. For somebody 
who hasn’t been to a dentist (for 
a long time), it makes it a little bit 
easier.”

He explained that the new tech-
nology can stitch together a num-
ber of images to get a 3D image 
that can be turned and rotated on 
a computer screen. His office also 
uses a milling machine that mills 
everything out.

“It’s easier, faster and better,” 
Bradley said of digital dentistry. 
“If it wasn’t better, I wouldn’t do 
this. It’s better for everybody all-
around.”

Patients smile about digital dentistry
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Dr. Steven Bradley, a dentist at the Cascade Dental  Center shows a 3D image of teeth using the 
latest in digital dentistry applications 
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“It’s a ‘win-win’ for everybody — 

my patients and my staff.”

DR. STEVEN BRADLEY, D.D.S.
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Relay raises cancer awareness
From left, Aquin Catholic students Keely Hemmer, Jada Noonan, 
Brooklyn Trumm and Kate Hosch circle the Cascade High track 
with the rest of the student body and staff during “Relay Recess” 
May 22, to help raise cancer awareness
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Class acts
The Cascade High School Class of 2019 listens to classmate Wil Roling deliver the welcoming 
speech during graduation ceremonies May 26. Additional photos on page 3A.

Rain or shine, veterans remembered
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Despite the heavy downpour, members of the Legion Post 528 color guard proudly walk the nation’s flags through 
downtown Cascade. Additional photos on page 2A.

Members of Cascade’s girl scouts endure the 
rain while they wait on the parade route.


