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Marcella Valdez, left, walks 
daughter Genesis Valdez down 
the hall at Cascade Elementary 
School on the first day of classes
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Payton Adams, front, leads a procession of Cascade Elementary School students as they exit their buses. 
Following him are Carly Jankowski, Sophie Stephan, Marlon Ortiz-Moncada, Isabelle Brehm, Adam Hunt 
and Bradley Merfeld. Students returned to school Aug. 23.

Aquin Catholic students stand in prayer during a blessing ceremony 
Aug. 23.
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A headline in the June 11, 2014 
Cascade Pioneer stated, “Fund-
ing, time needed for downtown 
revitalization.” Five years and nu-
merous grants and programs later, 
the city’s downtown looks much 
different than it did and paints a 
more welcoming face for visitors 
to Cascade, as well as potential 
business owners.

But there is still more that can 
be done to attract businesses that 
may be considering opening in 
town, and people who are think-
ing about moving to Cascade and 
making it their home.

The Cascade Area Chamber of 
Commerce (CACC) and Cascade 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (CEDC) hosted a housing and 
downtown revitalization training 
session at Fidelity Bank & Trust 
Aug. 22. The session was the latest 
in a series conducted by the two 
groups.

Jim Thompson, from the Iowa 
Economic Development Author-
ity, was the guest speaker. He 
shared a PowerPoint presentation 
with about 25 attendees, and also 
shared a handout listing more than 
20 incentive programs that are 
available for business and com-
munity economic development.

Some business owners have 
already taken advantage of some 
similar programs, and the positive 
effects have been noticeable.

“I was even talking about this 
before coming in today,” said Mol-
ly Knuth, a member of the CEDC 
board of directors. “I was just walk-

ing through downtown because 
I had a few extra minutes. Just 
seeing the increased traffic going 
through downtown and seeing the 
number of cars along Main Street, 
people are stopping and visiting 
places that four years ago may not 
have been stops on their route.”

Brad Ludwig, CEDC board pres-
ident, said the visible enhance-
ments paint a picture of pride, 
both in the respective business 
and the overall community. “I feel 
like the property owners are tak-
ing pride in their existing build-
ings and they’re reinvesting back 
into (them), and it benefits the 
residents and the community as a 
whole.”

According to Ludwig, the per-
spective with which visitors and 
potential business owners view the 
community has changed as well. “Five 

Chamber, CEDC 
host training 
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Jim Thompson, from the 
Iowa Economic Development 
Authority, shares his message 
with attendees of an Aug. 22 
presentation at Fidelity Bank & 
Trust in Cascade.

Classes begin
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The spring and summer brought 
rain as usual to Cascade, but what 
resulted from the precipitation was 
anything but usual for Angie and 
Marvin Manternach.

Angie Manternach has lived at 

419 1st Ave. West for much of her 
life, and said that up until this year, 
the home’s stone basement has 
only shown signs of normal seepage 
during rain events.

That changed June 15 this year, 
when heavy rain caused a virtual 
waterfall into their basement, three 
to four feet of water and damaged 

several large appliances.
The Manternachs submitted a 

list of replacement costs for items 
affected by the flood to the Cascade 
City Council, which Monday dis-
cussed the best way to remedy the 
$5,187 total cost.

Angie Manternach told the coun-
cil the flooding was a new issue. 

“We had the yard have water in it 
the last few years, but we never had 
it where it’s come and surrounded 
the house, and to the point where 
it’s flooded our basement.”

Councilmember Steve Knepper 
said the City should look at the 
pre-construction cross-sections 
of Garfield Street to see how much 

the crown has been changed. Ac-
cording to Knepper, half the water 
crosses the street before it gets to 
the catch basin on the west edge of 
Garfield.

He said that if the contour has 
been changed from what it used 

City to examine Garfi eld Street drainage issue
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