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From this welcoming 
arrangement on 
Highway 136, to the 
expertly maintained 
planters on 1st 
Avenue and more, the 
Cascade Garden Club 
works hard to make 
sure its numerous 
displays weather the 
constantly changing 
conditions.

Keeping 
Cascade 
beautiful
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craig.purcell@wcinet.com

Although it is technically not known 
as “Main Street,” Cascade’s 1st Avenue 
serves as the city’s main thoroughfare 
through its downtown district. As such, 
the functionality and aesthetics of not 
just the buildings, but of the alleys and 
parking lots around them, provide the 
town’s main impression.

The Cascade City Council during its 
Monday meeting discussed three dif-
ferent improvement projects that each 
impact the downtown area along 1st 
Avenue West, and is moving forward to 
find out its options to make cost-effective 
repairs and upgrades.

The Council first discussed improve-

ments needed in the alley behind the 
businesses on the north side of the street, 
near Buchanan Street NW.

Councilmember Steve Knepper 
asked if this was something that could 
be done locally to eliminate the need 
to have the project engineered, thus 
saving an engineering fee. Mayor Greg 
Staner replied that as long as the cost of 
the project remained under the $49,000 
threshold, it could be done locally.

Nick Callahan, owner of Callah-
an Insurance, which is located on the 
block, said he has spoken with a few of 
the property owners, who had agreed 
to finish off the portions behind their 
businesses.

City to study 
costs for 1st 
Avenue projects

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Construction could begin as 
early as November on an addition 
to Peosta Elementary School, af-
ter the Western Dubuque School 
Board approved a contract with 
Neumann Monson Architects at 
its regular meeting Sept. 9.

Enrollment continues to grow 
along the Highway 20 corridor of 
the district, with district officials 
continuing to see increased enroll-
ment at Peosta Elementary.

Preliminary plans call for an ad-
dition of up to six classrooms with 
possibly one swing classroom.

Bob Hingtgen, director of main-
tenance and transportation for the 
district, said the plans will bring 
the building up to a three-section 
building.

“It will make it a three-section 
pre-K to fifth-grade building and 
will complete our program of put-
ting all fifth grades back into their 
buildings. With the growth we’ve 

seen at Peosta, we figure we better 
have a couple of swing rooms. We 
have some pretty full three sec-
tions already.”

Superintendent Rick Colpitts 
said district officials are still de-
termining the final number of 
classrooms. “We’re looking at six, 
but four is minimal for what we 
need. We don’t know for sure yet 
what we will end up with. We will 
continue to study that before we 
make a final decision, but it looks 
like six.”

Early cost estimates put the 
price tag for the addition between 
$1.5 to $2 million. Colpitts said 
district SAVE dollars will pay for 
the project.

Hingtgen said construction 
could begin yet this fall. “We are 
hoping to expedite things and start 
in November if the weather holds. 
We could get some work done and 
get it enclosed where the crews 
could work through the winter, 
hopefully allowing us to open for 
the next fall.”

If the weather doesn’t cooper-
ate, Hingtgen said it will be later 
in the fall of 2020 for the project to 
be finished. “But the kids will all be 
there, so we will move in as soon as 
it’s ready,” he said. “Right now we 
are taking other rooms that used 
to be computer labs and art rooms 
and making them classrooms.”

Colpitts said with continued 
growth in the district, there is no 
telling how long the addition will 
meet the needs of the district.

“I’d be guessing, but in the end, 
we think this is probably going to 
be the last addition at Peosta Ele-
mentary,” Colpitts explained. “At 
that campus, a full three-section 
elementary school Pre-K to five is 
about as many as we would want 
to put on that campus site. I don’t 
think the capacity of the grounds is 
there to hold the kids, there aren’t 
the acres necessary to keep a play-
ground intact. We would have to 
look at other alternatives, poten-
tially looking at a fifth-sixth-grade 
building.”

Board approves contract
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