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This intriguing combination of the setting sun and unique cloud formation filled the sky above Cascade, July 21.

Sensational summery sky
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Cascade High School science teacher Alisha 
Smith, just like the rest of her professional coun-
terparts, has not been in front of students in a tra-
ditional classroom format for quite some time. 
Thanks to immersing herself in the Iowa STEM 
Teacher Externship program from the Iowa Gover-
nor’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) Advisory Council, Smith’s traditional 
classroom format may have changed for good.

The teacher participated in a six-week “extern” 
program that works to provide educators with the 
opportunity to work side-by-side with industry 
professionals and bring examples of real-life appli-
cations of STEM to students in Iowa. It also works 
to create a lasting partnership between workplaces 
and local schools.

While teachers build new ways to show students 

the link between state academic standards and 
available jobs and skills needed by local workplac-
es, extern hosts find the help they need to complete 
significant projects that bring value to the organi-
zation.

The experience taught Smith that not only is the 
curriculum extremely important, but so too is mak-
ing sure it’s taught in a way that is meaningful to the 
students beyond a letter grade.

“This externship has taught me the importance 
of incorporating soft skills and employability skills 
into my classroom lessons,” Smith said. “Content 
is important but not as important as being able to 
communicate effectively and be a good employee 
in their future careers.”

Smith worked for Jones County Conservation. 
During her externship, Smith created a variety of 
publications to be used as educational tools. The 
first project completed was an edible trails bro-
chure that included information about 21 plants 
found on the trail that could be consumed by 
humans. Along with this project, QR code signs 
(two-dimensional barcodes) were designed to di-
rect the public to more information on each plant. 

Smith learns additional skills through externship
CHS science teacher plans 
on adding new-found 
knowledge to the classroom

Contributed Photos
Alisha Smith repairs a bluebird box at Scotch Grove Prairie as a project 
during her Iowa STEM Teacher Externship.
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For complete area sports coverage, 
subscribe to the Cascade Pioneer! 

Call 1-800-355-1892.

Check out the Cascade Reds 
74th Annual Semi-Pro Baseball 

Tournament results inside!

adno=171148

BY CRAIG PURCELL

craig.purcell@wcinet.com

There were just two action 
items on the agenda for the 
Cascade City Council during 
its July 27 meeting, which last-
ed just 13 minutes.

Council first approved a 
Home Occupation application 
from Cheri Manternach for 
operating Healing Tree Mas-
sage, her therapeutic massage 
business, out of her home at 
511 Cleveland Street SW.

The application was first 
discussed during a July 23 
Planning & Zoning meet-
ing. Manternach will only be 
treating occasional clients in 
her home for the time being 
but may transition to all from 
home in the future.

According to the P&Z Com-

mission, Manternach averag-
es three to four clients per day, 
with 30-45 minutes between 
clients to sanitize. She will 
operate her massage business 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturdays.

Manternach’s residence 
has a basement area where 
she will be operating her busi-
ness, and that area features an 
entrance and driveway. No 
client cars will be parking on 
the street.

Council approved the oth-
er action item, a resolution 
approving a grant application 
for Traffic Safety Improve-
ment Program funds for a 
new traffic warning system at 
the intersection of Highway 

City council 
meets with 
light agenda
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