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River rocks for 
another year
Three-year-old Olive Lahr, 
from Worthington, scoots 
her boots to the music of 
Elizabeth Mary at Rockin’ 
on the River in Cascade June 
8. This year’s lineup marks 
the 10th anniversary of the 
event.

BY CRAIG PURCELL

craig.purcell@wcinet.com

Cascade resident Ann Kurt won’t 
complain if you close the book on her 
33-year career of working in the Western 
Dubuque Community School District, 
31 of which were at Cascade Jr./Sr. High. 
Now if that book is mistreated or returned 
late, that’s an entirely different story.

That’s because since 1988 Kurt served 
as CHS librarian, even thought her title 
and responsibilities changed over the 
years.

After receiving a solid education in the 
district — from kindergarten at Bernard 
Elementary to her 1976 graduation from 
Western Dubuque — Kurt obtained her 
bachelor’s degree in speech communi-
cations with a minor in English in sec-
ondary education from the University of 
Northern Iowa in 1980. She began work-
ing on her Master’s in library science in 
1988, while finishing it the summer of 
2017.

After working her first two years as an 
English teacher at the Holy Cross Annex, 
she received the offer of her lifetime. 
“In the spring of 1988, Wayne Drexler, 
superintendent, offered me a position 
as librarian at CHS. My dream job had 
found me,” Kurt said. “I had to commit 
to work towards my Master’s degree in 
library science.”

Se said the title has changed from “li-

brarian” to “library media specialist” to 
the “teacher librarian” title she held until 
retiring.

“I’m not sure where I would have end-
ed up going if Mr. Drexler had not come 
to my portable in Holy Cross that spring 

day in 1988,” she said. “I loved teaching in 
the classroom, but even after doing it for 
five years (she taught speech and English 

at Reinbeck High School for three years 
before coming back to the area to marry), 
I wasn’t sure it was that perfect fit. Com-
ing to the library was life-changing.”

According to Kurt, the opportunity to 
work with students one-on-one so much 
of the time was a real reward. “Granted 
it has changed so much from those early 
days of the paper card catalog and having 
the only two computers in the building, 
but it became my dream job,” she said.

“There were always ‘fires’ to be put out 
and someone to help,” Kurt said. “Stu-
dents and teachers came with problems 
and questions and if I didn’t know the 
answer, we spent time finding it. It was 
always a win-win situation.”

Kurt enjoyed her time on the speech 
team in high school, and considered her-
self lucky to have been a part of the team 
at CHS as well. “I have been fortunate 
enough to have been able to be a part 
of the CHS speech team at various 

Kurt begins writing next life chapter
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Ann Kurt, who is just celebrating the birth of her second grandchild, plans on reading plenty to the 
little ones during her retirement.

“I wasn’t sure it was that 
perfect fit. Coming to the library 

was life-changing.”
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Citing more construction and more 
traffic expected in the area in the 
near future, the Cascade City Coun-
cil voiced its unanimous approval to 
keep the stop sign in place at the in-
tersection of Dillon Street SE and 4th 
Avenue SE.

Police Chief Fred Heim addressed 
the issue, saying, “We put stop signs 
up north and south at the 4th Street 
intersection, and with what we’ve 
seen, keeping it there is a very good 
idea.

Council member Riley Rausch 
agreed with the chief’s assessment, 

saying, “As more streets are opened 
up, it’s just going to be more and more 
traffic.”

The City also approved the sec-
ond reading of an ordinance that 
will amend the charges for garbage 
disposal in town. “Our rates have in-
creased so we must cover our costs,” 
said Deanna McCusker, city admin-
istrator.

The rates will increase by $1 to 
$8.50 per month for single-family or 
two-family houses, apartments with 
separate water meters and apart-
ments where water is furnished by the 
owner. Commercial garbage collection 

Stop sign remains 
on Dillon Street
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