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Thanks to some memorial 
gifts and volunteer labor, the 
basketball courts at Aquin 
Catholic School are looking 
good, with teams competing 
against one another and oth-
ers waiting on the sideline say-
ing “we got next.”

The families of the late 
Ed Green and the late Anne 
O’Brien left money to be used 
at Aquin. With an additional 
donation from Herb Green 
Ford, the project was under-
way.

The old courts were edged 
and power washed. New 
court lines were painted and 
two new Goalsetter basketball 
hoops were added. An addi-
tional set of hoops became a 
reality with donations from 
Brad and Amy Ludwig, Scott 

and Sue DeSousa, McDermott 
Oil and Hosch and Sons.

Meg O’Brien and her hus-
band Tom spearheaded the 
project and said costs totaled 
$9,000.

According to O’Brien, oth-
ers who contributed to the 
project included:

• Rob Manternach, Tom 
O’Brien and Matt King — re-
moval of old hoops and bases 

Hoop dreams 
alive on 
improved 
Aquin courts

Contributed Photo
Aquin students enjoy the new basketball court during 
recess.

The Aquin students and 

the whole community 

will benefit from these 

beautiful new courts.”

MEG O’BRIEN
SPEARHEADED THE PROJECT WITH HER 

HUSBAND TOM

BY BENJAMIN FISHER

Telegraph Herald

Dubuque County supervisors voted, 
2-1, Sept. 8 against enacting a county-
wide mask mandate recommended by 
the county Board of Health.

The mandate would have required 
people older than three to wear face 
coverings in interior public spaces and 
businesses, as well as when they were 
outside if unable to maintain six feet of 
distance from others. Businesses would 
have been prohibited from serving peo-
ple who entered their premises without 
masks, with some exceptions.

The proposed resolution was simi-
lar to one passed by the Dubuque City 
Council last month, and it would have 
applied to all of the county outside of the 

city of Dubuque.
The vote followed more than an hour 

of input, focused on mayors of the coun-
ty’s smaller cities. Epworth Mayor San-
dy Gassman said she supports wearing 
masks, that she wears a mask every time 
she is in public and cannot socially dis-
tance, but that a mandate was “going too 
far.”

“Leave it up to us to look at the people, 
the circumstances and the data to deter-
mine if a mask mandate is needed in our 
city,” she said.

The mayors also cited a lack of data 
specific to their cities.

“We all would appreciate if we could 
figure out how to get better data,” said 
Peosta Mayor Jim Merten. “Then, if 
the data suggested we should be doing 
something more aggressive, we would 

want to do that and would support that. 
But, in the absence of seeing data com-
pelling us to support that, it is difficult to 
justify putting more restrictive expecta-
tions on our communities.”

Sageville Mayor Wayne Kenniker 
questioned the legality, referencing 
opinions by Iowa Attorney General Tom 
Miller that mandates are beyond local 
government authority.

Iowa Rep. Shannon Lundgren, R-Peo-
sta, warned of potential legal costs.

“My concern is ... the county is open-
ing themselves up to a possible lawsuit,” 
Lundgren said. “In that instance, it costs 
the taxpayers twice — once out of their 
pocket to file a lawsuit against an illegal 
mandate, then secondly, the money used 

Dubuque County supervisors vote 
against issuing mask mandate
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NEED PRINTING DONE?
Talk to Lori and she will help you 
get your project done.

Luke Maiers • Staff Photo

Cascade High School’s 2020 homecoming court: front from left, Alyssa Koppes, Taylor Menster, Shannon Morris, 
Nora Noonan and Tessa Hill; back row, Ted Weber, Brody Supple, Elijah Green, Cooper Rausch and Aidan 
Noonan. The king and queen will be announced at approximately 6:45 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18 on the football field.

Cascade homecoming court announced

 MASK ~turn to page 6A


