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Situated outside of Cheryl’s Flower Garden, Troop 29’s annual corn shock fundraiser is sure sign that Fall is underway.

A sign of the season

BY JAKE BOURGEOIS

news@journal-eureka.com

During his normal report  at  the 
Jones County Board of Supervisors 
meeting, Jones County Engineer Der-
ek Snead updated board members on 
the work that’s gone into rehabbing the 
county’s bridges over the past seven 
years.

In 2013, the county had 52 weight-re-
stricted structures.

“Since that time, we’ve allocated a 
lot of bridge funds, a lot of local funds, 
a lot of local labor to replace, rehabili-
tate, close, remove… a number of these 
structures,” Snead said. “Probably 
more than half we’ve done in house.”

That work ranged from widening 
the structures to make them safer for 
travel to just making adjustments to the 
structures to give them a longer life.

All of that work has resulted in just 
10 posted structures today. Of the re-
maining structures, there are some, 
like one bridge on 25th Avenue that 
leads to a single residence, that aren’t 
necessarily in need of an upgrade.

“Having zero, while that would be 
very good, is not of supreme impor-
tance,” Snead said.

There are a couple of bridges that 
are still on the county’s program to get 
fixed, including Buffalo Road, a bridge 
by Oxford Junction on X64 and a bridge 
on Madison Road. Some of the bridges 
that are currently posted are in good 
shape but were built before regulations 
changed and so won’t be replaced for 
a while.

With all the work the county has 
done over the past number of years, 
there’s also the matter of having fewer 
funds available for bridge projects.

After all the work, the county is tied 
for fifth-best when it  comes to the 
amount of structurally deficient bridg-
es.

County 
making 
strides 
in bridge 
rehabs

The wor ld needs mor e happy!

716 1st Ave East

Call Lori today to place your 
engagement, wedding, anniversary, 
thank you or birth announcement. 

Share those special moments!
563-852-3217
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BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

Due to a procedural error, the 
Cascade City Council has been 
obligated to restart an ordinance 
from scratch involving the vacat-
ing of lot 1A Block 2 of Oak Hill. 
While the council was on its third 

reading of this ordinance Sept. 28, 
Councilman Bill Hosch raised the 
issue of the procedure’s legality, 
due to the first reading being held 
at a special meeting. The council 
members had not been properly 
notified that the issue of the lot va-
cancy would be discussed at that 
meeting, rendering any related ac-
tions taken at that moment unable 
to be moved forward according to 
city ordinance 17.04.

Hosch said, “At that meeting, we 
were told that we were going to be 
talking about the stormwater in the 
back, and we weren’t given notice 
of the fact that there were going to 

be two items. To my understand-
ing, when I came into that meeting, 
there were no emails or anything 
indicating the two items, which is 
procedurally against what our city 
ordinance states.”

The council agreed to give the 
proposal readings a completely 
fresh start, with the first reading to 
be held at the next meeting.

The council discussed options 
and cost for improvement of the 
2nd Ave SE water main but has yet 
to decide the matter.

At the end of the meeting, Hosch 
proposed that the plastic cougars 
at the swimming pool be covered 

during the times of the year that 
they are not in use, to reduce fading 
due to sun exposure.

“Typically, after 10-12 years, 
those things get pretty faded,” said 
Hosch. “They’re only used three 
months out of the year, and they 
sit out in the UV light every day of 
the year. It would make sense if we 
could possibly cover those and get 
three to four times the use out of 
them before they fade away.”

The council agreed that some 
sort of tarp or covering would prove 
useful in saving costs and labor on 
future maintenance, and has con-
sidered looking into the matter.

Council corrects procedural error
Cascade will 
restart the process 
to vacate lot at 
next meeting 


