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Cece Boffeli and Ethan Fagan create lovely Valentine’s Day crafts with dabbing paint in Jane Schwartz’s class at 
Aquin’s Little Angels.

Valentine Crafts

BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

A native son of Cascade, 
Jake Manternach, plays an im-
portant role on the Super Bowl 
champion team, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers. His role isn’t 
on the field, though, but behind 
the drawing board as a graphic 
designer.

“Essentially, I make any-
thing from social media graph-
ics to print adds to logos, event 
signage, anything that’s promo-
tional material, advertorial, or 
communicative that the team 
wants to put out.”

Manternach says his job is a 
perfect fusion of two great loves 
he developed in Cascade’s 
schools, art and sports.

“I went to Aquin Elemen-
tary and took art classes in 
high school. Art was always 
my favorite subject and any of 
my teachers could tell you the 
exact same thing. I was always 
drawing or doodling some-
thing. Once I got to high school, 
I took all the art classes they of-
fered. I went out for football for 
four years, and that was the nu-
cleus of my passions. To find a 
career in college that combined 
those was just perfect. I kind of 
fell into sports design. When I 
was going to go to college, I had 
different career paths in art that 
I wanted to take, but graphic 
design seemed to be the more 
practical option because it’s 
such a growing field and more 
easily accessible. I’ve always 
been a fan of sports, football 
being my favorite, and not until 
I got to the University of North-
ern Iowa did I realize there was 
a path of graphic design in the 
sports field.”

It was at UNI that Manter-
nach took his first big steps 
down the road to his future 
career through the college in-

ternship programs.
“I got an email from the ad-

missions office saying the ath-
letics department was hiring 
for a marketing internship, so I 
applied to that, got it, and once 
they realized I was a graph-
ic design student, it quickly 

Cascade native 
works as artist 
for winning 
Super Bowl team

Contributed Photo
Jake Manternach at the 
Super Bowl in Florida, 
where his team, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, recently 
had a great victory.

Contributed Graphic
A sample of Manternach’s 
work for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers at the Super 
Bowl.
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After three years of work, the old bank 
building in downtown Cascade has its 
top floor fully renovated into two ful-
ly-functioning apartments. The building 
was purchased by Jesse Loewen in 2017 a 
year after he and his wife moved back to 
Iowa. Upon learning of the city’s plans to 
tear down the decrepit building, Loewen 
instead offered to renovate it.

“The roof had caved in, the back half of 
the second floor had collapsed onto the 
first, it was just neglected for too long,” 
said Loewen. “I said, ‘You already have to 
spend that dollar amount to tear it down. 
I could take that money and revive the 
building.’ So we did that and a grant took 
notice, approaching myself and Deana 
McCusker. The state gave us a grant for 
the project as well. We preserved the 
building and redid everything. Nothing’s 
original in here besides the exterior brick.”

With funding secured, the three-year 
project began by clearing out anything 

dangerous or unstable in the old building 
in preparation for the remodel.

“With the cleanup, I want to say it was 
108 tons of material we took out of this 
building, all by hand because we couldn’t 
get a machine in,” said Loewen. “We gut-
ted everything that was wood and just left 
the steel and brick and started from there. 
It took three years from the start to where 
we’re at now. We didn’t cut any corners. I 
want this building here for another hun-

dred years. I’m very happy with how ev-
erything turned out.”

As the sole owner of the building, Loe-
wen says he’s invested a lot of work and 
money into making sure it contributes to 
the greater Cascade community, even af-
ter his initial funds ran out.

“The forgivable loan the city put toward 
the project has been used up, and I also 
took out a personal loan on this building 
myself, so if anyone thinks I don’t have 
skin in the game, they’re incorrect.”

While the two 1,100 square-feet apart-
ments are currently livable, construction 
had to be delayed on the second-floor 
deck because of pandemic restrictions.

“We didn’t get the deck built due to 
COVID-19,” said Loewen. “I have a cou-
ple gentlemen that work for me. One has 
some underlying conditions and the oth-
er’s a little older. COVID-19 really slowed 
us down. We had a hard time getting treat-
ed materials this fall, so we just thought 
we’d wait. They’ll come organically like 

Old bank transitions into rooms for rent
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The upper floor of the old bank 
now consists of two newly-finished 
apartments.
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