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Back from wintering in Arizona, Dick Aitchison prepares his spring garden. The garden contains both perennials 
planted earlier in the year and transplanted pot flowers in the continuation of a tradition carried out by his late 
wife before her passing.

Inch by inch and row by row

BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

On May 6, the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth-grade classes of Aquin Elemen-
tary took part in the annual Aquin 
charity walkathon on 10-mile walk 
along Heritage Trail from Farley to 
Dyersville and back. This event has 
been held for the past 42 years, with 
2020 being the only year to miss one 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.

“Teachers in 1978 came up with 
the idea that they wanted to help poor 
people,” said Meg O’Brien, a fifth-
grade teacher at Aquin, “so they start-
ed to think of a walk-a-thon, a way to 
walk and have the kids pledge money. 
They had mass at Garryowen Church 
and then walked the Garryowen road 
to Cascade for twelve miles.”

According to O’Brien, the route 
changed two times over the years due 
to safety concerns.

“The Garryowen road was resur-
faced and there were lots of trucks and 

traffic, so we decided to come up with 
something different. We went from 
Fillmore Church across the highway 
down Higginsport, came back to Fill-
more Park and Golf Course for lunch, 
crossed the highway back to church 
and then bused to Cascade. Again, 
not safe. We did it a couple years and 
then thought this is a good trail. It’s 
accessible, and we’ve been doing it 
ever since.”

While the official walk in 2020 was 
canceled, a number of Aquin students 
and teachers still chose to make a vir-
tual walkathon with their own fam-
ilies on May 1st and 2nd and make 
individual pledges to the missions of 
their choice. According to the school, 
the walkathon has raised close to 
$168,000 in pledges over the past 42 
years to be distributed locally, state-
wide, nationally, and internationally, 
with the majority of recipients having 
a direct connection to the Cascade or 

Aquin students take part in charity walkathon
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The Aquin fourth grade class takes a break on the Heritage Trail’s parallel bars. From left, Maci Martin, 
Allison Decker, Carter Rollinger, Oliver Cook, Katelyn Kurt, Ronan Hartbecke, Chloe Henneberry, 
Melanie Green, Brynn Schockemoehl, Millie Hosch, Johnnie Lynch, James Coyle and Aiden Knuth.
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Schools in the Western 
Dubuque School District will 
require masks for the rest of the 
2020-21 school year despite an 
effort by an anti-mask group to 
have the district’s mask policy 
become voluntary.

The Iowa Standard, an on-
line news site, reported last 
week that parents in the district 
were sending students to class-
es May 11 without face masks. 
Another site found at The Iowa 
Standard, www.masksoffmy-
kids.com, stated that students 
would be sent to school every 
day without masks. The site 
said parents would not allow 
their children to serve deten-
tion for their actions.

At the May 10 school board 
meeting, two parents, Stan Re-
iter and Nicole Stecklein, ad-
dressed the board about their 

concerns with wearing face 
masks.

“Students are forced to wear 
masks with no interaction with 
others in the same facilities 
every day, yet you allow those 
same children to participate in 
sporting events with children 
from different counties, school 
districts and even different 
states,” Reiter told the board.

Reiter presented a petition 
signed by community mem-
bers demanding the masks 
become voluntary May 11. The 
petition said, “We as parents 
have the right to choose what is 
best for our own children. We 
understand the current guide-
lines and mandates within the 
school district and the county 
that are in place and accept 
personal responsibility for 
our actions to defy said man-
dates. If this action will not be 

Masks requirement 
will remain at 
Western Dubuque
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