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The current gazebo in Riverview Park has stood for the 
past 70 years as a feature in the many public community 
events held in the park, as well as everyday park recreation. 
After this much time, however, it shows signs of deteriora-
tion and possible safety hazards. City Administrator Deanna 
McCusker said the exact condition is currently unknown.

“I don’t know if I’d say it’s hazardous, but it could be. It 
does appear as if the foundation and the ground under-
neath is starting to be undermined, which could potential-
ly lead to safety issues, but the majority of it is made out of 
wood and that is just deteriorating from being out in the 
weather for over 70 years. That’s just what happens. The 
roof, the wooden columns, the base, foundation, it’s all 
showing its age.”

The condition of the gazebo was discovered in 2020 when 
the City was planning to have it washed and painted by Pub-
lic Works. On closer examination, they realized the severity 
of the deterioration in the wooden structure and possible 
problems in the foundation that warranted further inves-
tigation. Because of the lack of normal park events in 2020 
due to COVID-19, this had little to no practical effect on the 
public at the time. McCusker said the City has been working 
on possible solutions with a local contractor whose base 
designs and ideas were reviewed by the park board at their 
March 1 meeting before appearing before the City Council. 
The current plan, according to McCusker, is to build a new 
gazebo with input from the public regarding what improve-
ments could be made to suit their needs and desires.

“We’re looking for the public to get involved because they 
use that park all the time,” said McCusker. “There’s always 
stuff going on and we want their input for the gazebo. What 
would you like to see? The plan is to make it larger than it is 
right now just because it is used so much, but what else do 
they want to see? Perhaps we could put it out over the river 
with concrete posts going down into the river floor so you 
could have more of a lookout. We could have it two or three 
times as big. We could move it or add a concrete area to 

City seeks ideas 
for a new gazebo
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The gazebo’s rear foundation, could potentially be 
unstable, although further investigation is currently 
required to determine whether or not it should be 
considered unsafe.
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Between March 22-25, 
members of the Cascade High 
School Student Council held a 
clothing collection event called 
the Cougar Clothing Drive 
to collect unwanted school 
clothing and give it to people 
who can use it. Nora Noonan, 
student council president, ex-
plained how she came up with 
the idea.

“One day, I was cleaning 
out my room randomly and I 
texted our student council ad-
viser Hailey Rausch to ask if I 
could donate my old Cascade 
Cougar clothes to our food 
donation program called the 
Cougar Closet. I was spring 
cleaning and didn’t really have 
anything to do with the clothes 
anymore. She suggested ask-

ing the office, but we also had 
to come up with a state proj-
ect, so we decided we would 
start this clothing drive so kids 
in the community who don’t 
have Cougar clothes can get 
them. Most of us buy every sin-
gle t-shirt when a t-shirt order 
comes out, and it’s nice to get 
them off your hands and also 
help people while doing it.”

Sydney Weber, senior class 
president, said she, Noonan 
and Rausch teamed up to turn 
this idea into a program.

“We had a meeting with Mrs. 
Rausch and came up with our 
game plan to email the princi-
pals of all the schools and ask if 
they’d help us spread the word 
to participate, and from there 
we were able to start.”

Donation bins were placed 

High School students combine 
spring cleaning with charity
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Sydney Weber and Nora Noonan, founders of the 
Cougar Clothing Drive and members of the Student 
Council, stand with the Cascade High School’s clothing 
drop-off.
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Every year, around 4,000 children 
are entered into foster care in the state 
of Iowa, an experience that can be very 
confusing and difficult as children are 
moved to a new family without neces-
sarily understanding why. Four Oaks, 
one of Iowa’s strongest child welfare, 
juvenile justice and behavioral health 
agencies, is partnering with the Lav-
ender Life Company to distribute over 
3,500 stuffed animals known as “Xander 
Bunnies” and “Xander Dogs” to family 
foster kids across Iowa.

Over the next several weeks, volun-
teers from the community will be assist-
ing in the assembly and packaging of the 
stuffed animals. The goal is to provide 
current children in family foster care 
and those entering care with a stuffed 
animal when they are placed in a family 
foster home as part of a care package.

While Four Oaks is headquartered in 
Cedar Rapids, it has offices all over the 
state which distribute animals to new 
foster children as a way of helping them 
adjust to their new situation. Tonya Wat-
ters, one of Four Oaks’ caseworkers, ex-
plained the process.

“We have large bags of the animals 
which have been brought to all our lo-
cations,” said Watters. “Four Oaks serves 
69 out of the 99 Iowa counties and we 
have offices in different Iowa cities, 
Ottumwa, Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, all 
over the state. The distribution is to get 
the bags of animals to each of these lo-
cations and from there the caseworkers 
will pass them out when they visit their 
respective families. Whenever a family 
takes a new placement, we see them 
within the first few days of that child 
coming to their home, so it’s a practice 
for us to bring not only these animals 

Four Oaks gifts stuffed 
animals to foster children
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Jessica Wright assists with the assembly 
and packaging of the Xander Dogs that 
will be distributed to family foster kids 
across Iowa. GAZEBO ~turn to page 6A
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