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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

After a lengthy discussion, the 
Cascade City Council has decid-
ed to move forward with putting a 
measure regarding the Municipal 
Utility Board on the November 
ballot.

By a vote of 4-0, the Council 
decided to have the public vote 
whether or not to add two more 
members to the currently three 
member Utility Board.

The Council agreed that since 
originally the people voted to 
have a three member board, they 
should be the ones to voice wheth-
er or not they want to increase the 
number of members to five.

The measure,  which reads 
“Shall Cascade City Code Section 
25.03 be amended to appoint five 
members of the Utility Board, 
as opposed to the existing three 
members?” is now slated to ap-
pear on the November ballot.  
However it is not clear whether 
or not such a question will be al-
lowed.

After discussing the matter with 
the county attorney, the attorney 
signaled that the proposed ques-
tion could not be put on the ballot.

All present Council members 
expressed that a five member 
board would be more favorable, 
citing it would be more difficult 
for one board member to influ-
ence four people than the current 

two.
“I do believe that three person 

boards, no matter what they are 
for, are dangerous,” said Mayor 
Marcus Behnken.

With the current three-person 
board, it is against Iowa law for 
any two members to discuss any 
opinions with each other outside 
of a meeting. Since two people 
would officially qualify as a quo-
rum, communication between 
two or more members would vio-
late open-meeting laws.

“I like the ability of a five-per-
son council, being able to speak to 
someone one-on-one in a social 
setting,” said Councilmember Bill 
Hosch. He also stated he liked the 
idea of giving Utility Board mem-
bers the ability to go out and look 
at problems in the community 
outside of a meeting setting.

As of Tuesday morning, the 
County Attorney wrote an opinion 
advising that the proposed ballot 
question is not valid. Regardless 
of the whether or not the question 
makes the ballot, the Council has 
the ultimate authority to choose 
between a three and five mem-
ber board without consulting the 
public.

The Council also spoke with 
representatives of Delaney’s Auto 
& Ag Center & Repair in Cascade 
about alleged ordinance viola-
tions. Stemming from a letter sent 

Council wants public to 
decide on Utility Board
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Happy to be back in school
Brynn McDermott, front, and Lauren Peter get off the bus Aug. 25 for the first day of school at 
Cascade Elementary. Waiting to board the bus, left, for a trip over to Aquin is Carsen Noonan.
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During a special council meeting Thursday, the Cascade City 
Council spoke with Delaney’s Auto & Ag Center about alleged 
ordinance violations concerning parked cars and clutter. 
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Aquin Catholic School began its new year with a prayer service on Aug. 29. Students in preschool 
through eighth grade were welcomed by Principal Vicki Palmer. Eighth grade students, Anna 
McDermott, Emma Ostwinkle, Tessa Hill, and Rachel Rhomberg, led the prayer service in singing 
“Go Make a Difference.”

Aquin opens new year

BY CRAIG PURCELL

craig.purcell@wcinet.com

Fresh off the overwhelming 
success of Cascade’s inaugural 
Hometown Days celebration, the 
committee that assembled all the 
pieces is already at work thinking 
of ways to make next year’s event 
even better.

“I was excited about the support 
of the businesses and sponsors that 
came forward and put their faith in 
us to create this event,” said Shon-
tele Orr, committee co-chair. “We 
were blown away with the turnout. 
The number of people who came 
and showed their excitement about 
it exceeded everyone’s expecta-
tions.”

Orr said committee members 
have been thanked repeatedly for 
putting on the celebration, and 
complimented on how well it went. 
“We haven’t gotten a lot of negative 
comments,” Orr said, “just some 
suggestions for next year.”

There were some participants 
who felt the beanbag tournament 
was too long with its best-of-three 
format.

Orr said the committee would 
like to have a few more activities 

aimed at teens next year, since 
many of this year’s were aimed 
at the younger crowd. She said a 
rock-climbing wall has been men-
tioned, and that the committee 
actually had a large double slide 
for this year, but could not use it be-
cause of the wind.

“We were hoping to have more 
people watching the parade, but we 
think the weather had something 
to do with that,” said Orr. “We had a 
great parade.”

The committee’s first meeting 
for next year’s event will be Sept. 
7, although Orr said the commit-
tee members have talked among 
themselves already regarding what 
did and didn’t work.

“Anybody who wants to join the 
committee, fresh ideas are always 
welcome,” Orr said.

“The first thing we want to do (for 
next year) is to establish a date. That 
way people can make their plans 
around it.”

Anyone interested in joining the 
committee or submitting ideas may 
do so by calling Orr at City Hall, 852-
3614, or by leaving a message on the 
committee’s Facebook page, “Cas-
cade Hometown Days.”

Future is now for 
Hometown Days


