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1957 George 
Trial buys 
property.

1966 George 
Trial starts 
planting walnut 
trees. 

1984 George Trial 
starts the Missouri 
chapter of the Walnut 
Council. 

1979 George Trial 
becomes the 
national president 
of the Walnut 
Council. 

2007 Mike 
Trial takes 
over the farm.

2016 Mike Trial 
harvests �rst 50 
trees.   
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2019 Mike 
Trial receives 
the Tree 
Farmer of the 
Year award.

Logging years: Elder Trial sowed seeds for the future
George Trial, Mike’s father, began planting eastern black walnut trees in 1966 on a 50-acre plot west 
of Columbia. Nobody harvested any of the valuable wood until 50 years later. 

1996 George Trial dies. 


