
Pioneer for women in journalism dies at age 74
After graduating from the MU School of Journalism in 1969, Pam Johnson blazed a path for women in journalism. She held several 

media executive and managing editor positions and received distinguished awards in journalism throughout her career.

REGAN MERTZ/MissourianSources: Reynolds Journalism Institute, Missourian Reporting 

1946

Johnson 
was born

in 
Carthage, 

Mo.

Johnson graduates
from MU and moves to 

New York to work at the 
Binghamton Evening Press.

1969 1970

Johnson begins 
working at the 

copy desk of The 
Kansas City Times.

1977
Johnson begins 

working at The Kansas 
City Star, where she 

and a team of 
reporters win a 

Pulitzer Prize in 1982.

1988

Johnson moves to 
Arizona to work as 

the managing editor 
at the Phoenix 

Gazette and, later, 
the executive editor 

at the Arizona 
Republic.

2000

Johnson is 
awarded the 

Missouri Honor 
Medal for 

Distinguished 
Service in 

Journalism. 

2004
Johnson moves back to 
Missouri to become the 

founding executive 
director of the Donald 

W. Reynolds Journalism 
Institute until 2011.

2021

Johnson dies 
Jan. 20 in 
Overland 
Park, Kan.


