The troubled legacy of Thomas Jefferson’s
memorials on MU’s campus

Amid the Black Lives Matter protests in response to the murder of George Floyd, MU
students, faculty and staff urged the university to remove the statue of Thomas Jefferson,
who was a slave owner and rapist. Here’s how we got here:

MU student Maxwell
Little started a
petition to remove the

Somebody spray
painted graffiti

on the sidewalk
MU Black Faculty and

statue of Jefferson, et to the
WBZOO;:\)/IVeandernasylaaevded statue: "Say her Staff Organization urged
16-year-old house name Sally Chp\ to remove the st;tue
slave Sally Hemings. Hemings." in a letter to no avail.
June 21 June 25
| VAN ] | (| | | ]
1885 2001 May 31, June 11 June 22 July 8 Sept. 19
Descendants of 2020 Chancellor and MU police MU police MU purchased a
UM System questioned a charged a $20,000 casing for
20-year-old Jefferson’s tombstone

Thomas Jefferson MU unveiled Call h
donated the 3 statue of alls t_o rsmovet e statue
tombstone to the  Jefferson at regaine momentum as
Missouri.
Quadrangle. erupted across the

country. A petition started
by MU student Roman
Leapheart gained over
3,300 signatures in a
TRAN NGUYEN/Missourian week.

Sources: Missourian Reporting,
Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Twitter

KBIA reporter
about the graffiti
and his tweets
that were critical

President Mun
Choi, in response
to the petition,

student with a
misdemeanor for
defacing the

said the statue is
here to stay. of MU. statue.
Removing the
statue would be Sebastian Martinez Valdivia @
removing history, %@SebaSﬁansings
his statement
... I didn't do it!

reads.
4:58 PM . Jun 22, 2020 . Twitter Web App

to prevent vandalism.



