
The troubled legacy of Thomas Jefferson’s 
memorials on MU’s campus

Amid the Black Lives Matter protests in response to the murder of George Floyd, MU 
students, faculty and staff urged the university to remove the statue of Thomas Jefferson, 

who was a slave owner and rapist. Here’s how we got here:
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Descendants of 

Thomas Jefferson 
donated the 

tombstone to the 
University of 

Missouri.

MU unveiled 
a statue of 
Jefferson at 

Francis 
Quadrangle.

MU student Maxwell 
Little started a 

petition to remove the 
statue of Jefferson, 

who owned enslaved 
people and raped 
16-year-old house 

slave Sally Hemings. 

Calls to remove the statue 
regained momentum as 
protests against racism 

and police brutality 
erupted across the 

country. A petition started 
by MU student Roman 
Leapheart gained over 
3,300 signatures in a 

week.

Somebody spray 
painted graffiti 
on the sidewalk 

next to the 
statue: "Say her 

name Sally 
Hemings." 

MU Black Faculty and 
Staff Organization urged 

Choi to remove the statue 
in a letter to no avail.

MU police 
charged a 

20-year-old 
student with a 

misdemeanor for 
defacing the 

statue.

MU police 
questioned a 

KBIA reporter 
about the graffiti 
and his tweets 

that were critical 
of MU.

Chancellor and 
UM System 

President Mun 
Choi, in response 
to the petition, 

said the statue is 
here to stay. 

Removing the 
statue would be 
removing history, 

his statement 
reads.

MU purchased a 
$20,000 casing for 

Jefferson’s tombstone 
to prevent vandalism.


