
Joseph pleads not guilty to child 
endangerment charge. 

Feb. 19, 2020

What began as a search for a missing Columbia 
mother turned into a child custody disagreement 
and charges of child abuse and now a murder charge.  

Joseph Elledge charged with 
murder in the �rst degree

X

Joseph pleads not guilty to the child 
welfare charge.

Knight adds a charge of  
endangering the welfare of a child 
to Joseph’s case. 

Divers search a section of the 
Lamine River in vain for the body of 
Mengji Ji. 

Joseph’s attorneys propose moving 
the trial to a different county citing 
“substantial media buzz.”

Joseph is charged with �rst-degree 
murder.

The prosecutors object to the 
change-of-venue request by 
Joseph’s attorneys. 

Columbia Police ask hunters and 
landowners for their help with the 
search for Mengqi Ji. 

Joseph & Mengqi Ji Elledge are 
married. Both were MU students.

Mengqi Ji sends an email 
with photographs of bruises on her 
1-year-old daughter.

Mengqi Ji is reported missing by her 
husband.

Joseph is called the 
“prime suspect” in the disappearance 
of his wife, Mengqi Ji, by Boone County 
Chief Prosecutor Dan Knight at a 
custody hearing for the couple’s child.

Joseph is arrested after being 
charged with child abuse and 
neglect of his daughter.

The family of Mengqi Ji and 
supporters gather at MU Speakers 
Circle for a candlelight vigil. 

A motion by Joseph’s defense team 
to have his bond reduced from 
$500,000 cash only is denied.

Searchers shift their focus to a 
section of the Lamine River under a 
bridge near the De Bourgmont 
Access point on Missouri 41. 
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