
Midwestern use of cover crops, a climate 
smart farming strategy
Cover crops are planted after harvest to keep roots in the ground over winter. 
The crops increase the amount of nutrients in the soil, improve water infiltration 
and reduce erosion. Usage of cover crops increased by 17 percent nationally 
between 2017 and 2022. The majority of counties in Missouri are in the 1-5 
percent usage range.
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