
Life cycle of a cicada
Periodical cicadas spend most of their lives underground as nymphs before emerging after 
13 or 17 years, depending on the brood. Annual cicadas, the kind we see every year, spend 
just two years underground as nymphs before emerging.  
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Cicadas live for two to four weeks. 
Males produce loud mating calls to 
attract female cicadas.

Female cicadas lay up to 
600 eggs in small twigs or 
grooves etched out of tree 
limbs.

After hatching, nymphs tunnel 6 to 18 inches 
beneath the surface, surviving by feeding on sap 
from tree roots for two to 17 years, depending 
on the species.  

Mature nymphs emerge 
from the ground and molt 
from their shells on the 
nearest vertical surface.  

Bright red eyes are a distinguishing 
feature of periodical cicadas


