
Leading causes of infant mortality
Though the top causes don’t appear to have changed much, the 2021-2022 period represents the first 
increase in U.S. infant mortality since 2002. An overall increase of 3% represents 115 additional deaths. 

0

20

40

60

80

100

HemorrhageCirculatory 
disease

Respiratory 
distress

Bacterial 
sepsis

Complications 
of placenta, 

cord, etc.

Pregnancy
complications

AccidentsSudden 
infant death 

syndrome

Short gestation 
& 

low birthweight

Congenital 
malformations

2022

2021*Rate is measured in deaths per 100,000 live births

Rate

Caitlin Kane, Clayton Vickers/MissourianSource: CDC 


