
Candidate elected
to office

Recall petition submited to 
the city clerk’s office

At least 6 months

If the petition reaches a number of signatures equal to 
30% of the amount of votes cast in the last election for 
that seat it is deemed sufficent

If the petition fails to reach a 
number of signatures equal to 
30% of the amount of votes 
cast in the last election for that 
seat it is deemed insufficent

VOTE

A recall vote appears 
on the next ballot

If the majority vote in favor 
of a recall, then a vacancy 
will exist

If the majority vote against a 
recall, the officer is retained

<1yr

>1yr

If the vacancy would last less 
than a year, a new officer 
                                will be      
                                 appointed

If the vacancy would last more than 
a year, a special election will be held

<1yr

>1yr

HARRISON PETTY/MissourianSource: City of Columbia code of ordinances 

City of Columbia recall process
The last time a councilperson was successfully recalled was in 1990. Elected officials cannot be recalled during the first or last 6 months of their 
term. If recalled, an official becomes ineligible to serve in any city office for the duration of the term for which they were elected. However: If an 
officer is retained by a recall election, they shall not be subject to recall within a period of 6 months thereafter.


