
Three years of litigation later, what happened with Mizzou BioJoint?
Veterinarian James Cook and orthopedic surgeon James Stannard, both employees of Mizzou BioJoint, 
were sued by at least 21 plaintiffs for complications arising from joint replacement surgeries using the 
Missouri Osteochondral Preservation System. The lawsuits accused Cook and Stannard of performing 

surgeries on patients despite knowing they did not fully meet the qualifications. They also alleged Cook 
helped perform aspects of the surgeries even though he is not a licensed surgeon. 
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Cook begins the 
research that leads 
to development of 

MOPS.

Cook patents the 
MOPS method in 

the U.S., and one of 
the five national 

tissue banks agrees 
to use it.

The tissue bank 
funds a study to 

examine the 
effectiveness of 

MOPS.

Daniel Draper, one 
of the patients in 

the settlement, gets 
his knee surgery.

Stannard gets a 
$2 million grant 

from Wyss Medical 
Foundation for joint 
restoration research.

U.S. Department of 
Defense awards a 
$2 million grant to 

the center, and 
Draper files the first 

lawsuit.

Boone County judge 
orders Cook to 

provide surgical data 
after he refuses to 
provide it to the 

plaintiffs.

Four more patients 
sue Cook, Stannard 
and MU, bringing 

the number of 
patients suing the 

center to at least 21.

A $16 million 
settlement is 

reached 
between MU, 
both doctos 

and the 
patients.
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