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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
Columbia

November 12, 1964

To the Members of the
Boaird of Curators

In 1870, the State Legislature enacted legislation “to locate and dis-
pose of the Federal Congressinnal Land Grant of July Z, 1862, to endow,
support and maintain a School of Agriculture aud Mechanic Arts”. By State
statute, the University was granted the authority, through its Board of
Curators, to sell any of the Federal land, heveinafter rtefexced to as
Agricultural College lLand. « :

in 1951, the Board approved the discontiauaace of the sale and leasing
of Agricultural College Land.  Since that date, there has been no conveyance
of any Agricultural College Land except for rights~of-way aund easements Lo
several agencies of both the State and Federal Goverument and some -utiiity
companies. Indicated below 1s the iocation and acreage of the remeiaing
Agricultural College Land:

Unrestricted Land

County Total Aczeage
Benton County : : 400,00
-Cedar County : 314.62
‘Dallas Coumnty © 1,640,59
*Laclede County 1,727.00
“Phelps County -160.00
*Pollk County © 600,50
~ Pulaski County 160.00
< Ripley County 3,138.91
- Stone County 200.00

+ Webstexr County 1,076.76 -
. Total _ 9,5618,38

Reserved for School of Forestry

County ‘ Total Acreage
Butler County 5,718.74
Wayne County 2,684.41

" Total §,403.15

The holding of this land has produced a cousiderable number of problems
for the University. First, the University finds itself in the rather embar-
rassing position of teaching farmers throughout the State how to properly
manage their ovn land, while at the same time our Agricultural College Laad
lies dormant, unsupervised and unimproved. Second, on many of these tiracts



[

of land, there have been and perhaps still are squattexs who have built
dwellings and other structures which have become quite unsightly in the eyes
of surrounding farm neighbors. 7Thivd, the University has been criticized
beecause we are contribuiing to the very serious forest fire hazaxds that
enist on some of these tracts. Since the land is uwasupervised, squatters and
other pexsons have takem it upoun themselves to periodically bura off the land
wvhich oftentimes results in unnecessary loss due to fire im the surrouading’
area. Fourth, there has been ronsiﬁe?dblﬂ steaiing of the small amount of
merchantable timber.

During the period 1956 to 1¢58 a land reconecissasce was made of approx-
imately 95% of the total acreage comprising Agriculiwral College Land. In this
reconnaissance report, detailed inforuwation was provided as to accessibility
of each tract, its tewrain, the kind and estimated quaniity of timber then
existing and in some instances, suggestions as to the possible productivity
of the land. These reconnailssance surveys were made available to the College
of Agriculture for their study and considsratica. :

In 1951 ¢ coumitte was sppointed by the Deon of the Collepge of Agri~
culture for the purpose of reviewing the status of our Agvicultural College
Land. It was the commiitee’s primary responsibility to make recommendations.
ss to vhat disposition should be made of this land. This committce was com-
posed of academic tepresentauﬁues frow Agwilcultural Economics, Agricultural

Experiment Station, Soils, Extension Field Crops, Exteusior Forestry amrd Forestry.

'In 1962, the Missouri Conservatiocn Comnission made an offer to the Univer-
sity to purchase all of the unrestrietad Agriculturel College Land for $2.17
per acre. The $2.17 pex scre figure was arrived at by the Commission by
their reviewing the University’s.sale of Agricuiiural College Land over the
years, which appromum:ned 260,000 acres. ‘This offer was on the basxs that
mineral rights would also be transferred to the Commission.

The University cowmittee held & number of mectings with the representative

. of thz Commission, and in erder to get a more current a#ppraisal, the Commission

requested its own Foresters to make their cwn land survey of the acreage within
their respective boundaries. This suzvey produced an estimated average low
acreage value of approiimately $4.00 eod a high average acraage value of
approximately $6.00. The University committee recommended the high average
sereaze velue. These two averages were basgd on ihe mineral rights being
conveyed to the Commission.

Aftenr a Tecext ieeting with the represenmtstive of the GCowmission, it was
decided that theve were two tracts of land totalimg 363.13 acres which the
Unilversity wmight wish to retain for developament inte special conferemce
facilities, or due to their choice locatioms, sell ¢o interested percons or
firme for davelopment of recreational facilities. Ue also wigh to retain &0
acres for negotiation with the U. §. Forest Serviece in a.proposed land exchange
transacticn now pending. There ia one tract of land totaling 80 acres which
the Commission did not desive to acquire due to its locatica. Not iancluded
iu the previous deliberatlons of the Uaivercity committee and the Coumission
representative, are 1,142 acres of ‘land presently reserved for the School
of Ferescry which the Schoel dozs not desire to retsim because of, this
acreage location in relatleon to che established Uanilversity Forest, Corsider-
ing the three adjustments of uarestricted land with the addition of the 1,142
acres of restricted land, it makes ac adjusted totsl acreage of 10,077.25 acres




which the Comaission is desirous of purchasing. This would mean that the
University would retain 483.13 acres of uarestricted Agricultural College Land
and 7,261.15 acres of vestricted Agricultural College Land, the latter being
kaowr as the University Forest and used by the School of Forxestry in its
teaching and research programa.

Also as a result of the latest meeting with the representative of the
Commission, an average price of §5.00 per acre was agreed to as a basls fox
consideration by both the Univexsity and the Cummission. As previously in-
dicated, the original offerx by the Comnission was $2.17 and subsequently changed
to an average low of $4.00 and sn average high of $6.00, After adjusting the
acresge and the estimated selliug price for the three deleted tracts from the
unrestricted acreage,. the average high 2cresge value is approximately $5.35.
Based on thege figures, the average acreage value of $5.00 was regotiated.

Dased on the several surveys, it has been determined that virtuwally none
of the acreage considered to be sold is crop-productive and very little
meschantable timber nov existe. It wae also deterwined that much of the total
acreage 13 aenually burned off and the composition of the soil 1s such that
it is doubtful that merchantable timber could ever be grown. There were some
¢racts which, under proper supervision and control, could ultimately produce
trees and therefore be of specific use to the Commission. In general, the
Commission plans to ultimately convert wosi cf the acreage t0 public huoting
facilities with an attempt to produce merchantable tiwber in the remaining
acreage. There are a considerable number of acres which the Commissilon would
azcquire for. the sole purpose of forest fire preventiocn. '

The University committee dzliberxated on the possibility of the University
retaining this land, but under proper care and control. However, it was
determined that this could not be done with existiang facilities and staff
and it was their belief that the University could never realize enough
income from the land to support the reeded additional facilitles and staff.

in view of the disadvantages to the Umiversity in vetainieg its Agricul-
tural College Land and the desire of the Missouri Conservatioa Commigsslon to
acquire this land, it would seem in the best lnterest of the University to
couvey the 10,077.25 acves to the Comnission, subiect to reservation of
50% of all mineral rights, at the average price of $5.00 per acre, thus
making 2 total sale price of $5(,386.25, It is our undexstanding that the
Commigssion, at a recent weeting, approved the acquisition of this Jand based
on the above iexwms.

It is plonned to submit this matter to twe Board at ite meeting on
November- 20 for consideraticn.

Tery truly yours,

s Prasident Bloex Bl1lds e B2Ye 00 Bowling






