
NOTE: The numbers in both graphs come from annual surveys 
taken every January. 

Got milk (cows)? 
Overall numbers decrease 
in U.S., Missouri since 1945 

As of January, Missouri has 84,000 milk cows — the 
state’s lowest in more than a century.  
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In 1945, the number 
of milk cows in 

Missouri peaked at 
1.1 million.

-92%
from peak

The number of milk cows in the U.S. has declined in 
recent decades; however, the number has slightly 
increased since 2014. As of January, the U.S. has 
9.4 million milk cows. 
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-66%
from peak

In 1945, the number 
of milk cows in the U.S. 
peaked at 27.8 million.
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