Do's & don'ts of charging batteries

Stephen McLane, adjunct instructor for MU Extension’s Fire and Rescue Training Institute,
encourages Missourians to adopt a few simple charging habits that can significantly reduce

the risk of battery-related fires.

Charge on hard, flat surfaces (tables,

Use only included or manufacturer-approved
chargers and cords - wrong chargers damage
batteries and increase fire risk.

countertops) - never on beds, couches, or under
pillows where heat builds up.

Stop using the device if it gets very hot,
swells, smokes or smells strange - these are

Charge large devices outside and away from

signs of battery failure.

exits, including e-bikes, scooters and some power

Unplug when fully charged - staying plugged

Source: MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute

intoo long stresses the battery and builds up heat.
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Map Materials

City of Columbia map with major roads | Boone County map with city of Columbia inlet
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