
Missouri uses native species on its  
reclaimed abandoned mine lands
The Missouri Department of Natural Resources is working to mend the scars that remain 
from years of unregulated coal, lead and zinc mining on thousands of acres in Missouri. 
Its strategies include earthwork and plantings to control soil erosion and restore habitat. 
Landowner preferences and potential land uses help the DNR determine exactly what to 
plant, but the department emphasizes the use of native species.
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Note: The purple dots are closed 
abandoned non-coal mine shafts, 
and the squares are abandoned 
mine lands projects compiled by 
Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources


