Mid-Missouri’s trees show off fall colors

As October begins and the days grow colder and shorter, trees will stop making

chlorophyll, which gives leaves their color. The green begins to fade and the
leaves start showing hints of their red anthocyanins and carotenoids — two
other plant pigments.
Sugar maple trees, known Sumac trees, like the
for their vibrantredinthe  Many sassafras trees on smooth sumac, are one (?f the
fall, are just starting to shift the edges of fields first to change color, beginning
/ away from green. are bright orange. in mid-September.

Oak trees, like the white oak, will
reach their peak for display color in
late October.

Virgina creeper, a native vine
that climbs tree trunks, is
currently avibrant red.

S

Source: Missouri Department of Conservation ANNIE JENNEMANN/Missourian



