
When the levee breaks: High water levels 
put pressure on Missouri River Basin
In early 2019, ice and water rushed down the Niobrara River and destroyed Spencer Dam in 
Nebraska. The additional over�ow caused Gavins Point to �ll to capacity within 24 hours. 
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*cubic feet/second

Flooding from upriver forces 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
release water from Gavins Point 
at the same rate as Niagara Falls 
(100,000 CFS*).
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Atchison County Levee District seeks a large-scale 
levee setback system to stop the excess water flowing 
over the existing levee.
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