From bluish

bellwether to ruby red:
Chronicling Missouri’s
rightward shift

Democrats used to be competitive in
statewide elections in Missouri. Missouri’s
electoral votes haven't gone to a Democrat
since 1996. But Missouri voters chose
Democrats Jay Nixon for governor and Claire
McCaskill for U.S. Senate as recently as 2012,
and Democrat Nicole Galloway was elected
state auditor in 2018. Since then, Democrats’
fortunes have sharply declined in Missouri,
following a nationwide trend of more states
becoming single-party strongholds.
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Toss-up states

The number of toss-up states, where
either party stands a fair shot at
winning, has fallen considerably since
the 1992 presidential election.

0
1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024

George HW. Bush v/ George W. Bush v/ Donald Trump v/
W=gE——, - T ——
NI NSRS e

punNyEry e i g Ny

SEaANY R SERclAn

TS T8 CH RN

SHEEEVD SEERSREVED SEEEEA

SRR IR SRin=inani SR mmInants’

F a5 aF
| | | | | | | | | |
1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024
s gE==anh = [ [ : | | [
g e e
UL LS LA CELCS LA CELCS
A R -
AT ST AT
BSEANRNR, BESRNEARL, BNkt
SamualpNals SamealpVglt SamealpVglt
-ll--l--lj.‘ﬁ 1 --Ij.'# .ll--I--Ij.‘b*
Bill Clinton v/ John McCain X Donald Trump X
SOLID D LIKELY D LEAN D TOSS UP LEAN R LIKELY R SOLID R

Sources: Cook Political Report Electoral Scorecards 1988-2024, Dave Leip’s Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
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