
The History of Columbia’s COLT Railroad
Since 1867, Columbia’s rail line has connected the city to broader markets and 
supported local industries. Through shifts in ownership and near abandonment, 
the line evolved into the city-owned Columbia Terminal Railroad (COLT), 
continuing to serve the community and regional economy.
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The Columbia branch railroad opened.
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Oct. 29, 1867:

The Norfolk Southern railroad officially
announces that they intend to abandon
the COLT railroad.

Sept., 1984:

 

April 20, 1987: The columbia City Council unanimously votes to 
approve the purchase of the Columbia Branch Railroad.

Oct. 20, 1987: The columbia City Council unofficially purchases
the Columbia branch from Norfolk Southern Railroad company
saving the line from abandonment. 

Oct. 6, 1987: COLT engine #1 takes off for Centralia. Shippers work directly
with the Norfolk Southern Railroad for car supply, tariffs, billing, collections,
and general marketing  2001, COLT purchases a second locomotive.  

The City of Columbia formally celebrates
the 100-year anniversary of Wabash
station. 

July 16, 2010:

COLT celebrates 25 years 
in business.

Oct. 1, 2012:
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COLT starts providing transloading.
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