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The Boone County Commlsswn mariaged to con—
vince enough people that better roads are worth a Commissloner
higher sales tax. But it-was-close: : —~~—n°mmnt~°

Proposition 1, the road tax, faced.vicious opposi-. -
tion.-Not only did the ballot i issue have to overcome a
strong anti-tax mood among voters, but' it was de-
riounced by City Council members, the Mid-Missouri -
Green Party, the Boone County leertarlans and the
Frederick Douglass coalition.

“Basically, the poor will be subsidizing people in”

the county for development,” said:

- Matt Harline, city councilman.
“They’ve thrown-a $32 million
anchor around the people of Co-
-lumbia, in terms of building -a
commumty center, et cetera, and’
the main accomphshment is to in:
crease nonse and ‘traffic in the
coun!

‘But for months, Boone County
commissioners took~the proposed :
half-cent. sales tax to the people:
Armed with slides and graphs,

i"they set up meetings. throughout the county, some-
&i times with groups-of fewer than five people. The com-




