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Outbreak nears ‘official’ end

TD man arrested on child sexual 
abuse charges in Sherman County 

Marbe Cook of Hood River won the Viewer’s Choice award with her quilt “Vote 
girl, you earned it,” demonstrating the importance of women’s suffrage, during 
the Columbia Gorge Quilters Guild virtual quilt show. The quilt is being displayed 
in the window of The History Museum of Hood River County,  300 E. Port Marina 
Drive in Hood River. Find more winners, page 12. Contributed photo 

Fabric of Society
Former executive 
director speaks 
out; praises staff

 ■ By Emily Fitzgerald 
Columbia Gorge News

The COVID-19 outbreak at
Flagstone Senior Living that killed 
12 senior residents, and infected 51 
people in total, appears to be over. 

By the end of this week, 
Flagstone, located in The Dalles, 

will have gone 28 days — two in-
cubation periods for COVID-19 — 
from the onset of symptoms from 
the last reported case without an-
other reported case of COVID-19; 
which, by official standards, means 
that the outbreak will be over. 

However, “state officials caution 
that outbreaks that appear to be 
quelled can become resurgent,” 
according to a North Central Public 
Health District (NCPHD) press re-
lease. The Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) attributes a total of 51 cases 

of COVID-19 to the Flagstone out-
break, a number that includes all 
30 residents of Flagstone’s Memory 
Care Unit. Of those, 12 residents 
have died. 

Flagstone reported the last cases 
of COVID-19 at its facility in The 
Dalles on Oct. 1. The first cases 
were reported Sept. 13. 

Because Flagstone has now gone 
two consecutive weeks with no 
positive test results, the state no 

See�OUTBREAK,�page�14

 ■ By Emily Fitzgerald
Columbia Gorge News

A man from The 
Dalles was arrested 
last week for the al-
leged sexual abuse 
and exploitation 
of a child under 
the age of 14 in 
Sherman County.  

The Sherman 
County Sheriff’s 
Department 

arrested Bryan Jay Paasch, 35, The 
Dalles, on a total of 10 charges 
related to the sexual abuse of a 
Sherman County child under the 
age of 14: Three counts of Using 
a Child in a Display of Sexually 

Explicit Conduct, three counts of 
Rape in the Second Degree, a count 
of Sexual Abuse in the First Degree, 
one count each of First and Second 
Degree Online Sexual Corruption 
of a Child, and one count of 
Encouraging Child Sexual Abuse in 
the Second Degree. 

Paasch allegedly had the child 
(name withheld by press) “partici-
pate in or engage in sexually explic-
it conduct for a person to observe” 
on three separate occasions in 
March 2020, and allegedly creat-
ed a visual recording of “sexually 
explicit conduct involving a child,” 
according to Sherman County 
Circuit Court documents. 

Paasch also allegedly had sex 
with the child on three separate 

occasions between March and 
August 2020, during which time he 
also allegedly sexually abused the 
child. 

In late March, Paasch also 
allegedly solicited a child online 
while he was in Sherman County 
and, on two separate occasions, 
offered to physically meet with a 
child. (Court documents do not 
specify whether or not this is the 
same child from the previous 
counts). 

Paasch is currently lodged at 
the Northern Oregon Regional 
Corrections Facility (NORCOR) 
on a $90,000 bail. The case is 
currently under investigation by 
the Sherman County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Bryan Jay 
Paasch

‘Willow Bill’ takes on Snake 
and Columbia Rivers

Ballot turnout 
tops 40 percent 
in Wasco, Hood 
River counties

 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

WILLOW BILL HADN’T 
always been a “water 
guy,” but now at the 

age of 51, he is making his 
second trip down the Snake 
and Columbia rivers to the 
Pacific ocean and back in a 
handmade canoe, recreating 
the final stretch of Lewis and 
Clark’s famous expedition of 
1804-1806.

The first trip he took along this 
route occurred from 2004-2005, 
in celebration of the bicentennial 
anniversary of the voyage. As a 
walk-on to the expedition, he, along 
with a crew of other adventurers, 
traveled from Missouri to the 
Pacific Ocean and participated in 
historical reenactments and other 
celebratory events. 

A desire to connect with the folk-
lore of the Lewis and Clark journey, 
as well as to prove their own beliefs 
about alleged errors in the Lewis 
and Clark accounts led Willow and 
his friend Charlie to begin pre-
paring for the bicentennial event. 
Asked what spurred this desire to 

complete the trek, Willow said that 
they believed there was a discrep-
ancy with the setting for one of the 
events occurring during Lewis and 
Clark’s journey.

“We recognized that the whale 
does not wash ashore on Cannon 
Beach. And if you literally read the 
first eight journals, it says the whale 
washed ashore on the Nehalem 
River,” Willow said. At the time, he 
was a resident of Wheeler, Ore., 
situated on the Nehalem River, and 
president of the Wheeler Business 
Association. He said he saw “50 
mom-and-pops come into Wheeler 

to start a business and fail within 
a year. You don’t fail in Cannon 
Beach. All the people are there.”

That is what led Willow to make 
the journey to Missouri to join the 
expedition as a walk-on. It was 
something out of the ordinary for 
him to do, but felt he had to show 
up to learn more about the journey 
and to represent Wheeler. He 
called his crew from Wheeler “The 
Wheeler Whiskey Rebellion.” 

“We’re reenacting Lewis and 
Clark but we’re living what they 

See�CANOE,�page�13

Above, Willow Bill displays his replica of the Star-Spangled Banner flag that was flown during the time of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition of 1804-1806. Stitched onto it is the flag of the Chinook Indian Nation. Can you spot what makes this flag 
unique? Below, New Medizen floats near Home Valley, Wash., while waiting for a storm to pass.          Jacob Bertram photos

‘Things are hectic,’ 
Klickitat clerk 
says as Nov. 3 
date nears

 ■ By Kirby Neumann-Rea
Columbia Gorge News

Voter turnout is running high
throughout the Mid-Columbia, a 
reflection of acute concerns over 
ballot security throughout the U.S.

“Full steam ahead and things 
are going as planned,” as Wasco 
County Clerk Lisa Gambee put it 
Monday. Turnout is at 42 percent 
so far.

Yet the message number one at 
this date is: If you live in Oregon, 
don’t mail in your ballot.

It might not make it in time.
In Washington, a Nov. 3 post-

mark is okay, but take care to 
make sure that the Postal Service 
processes it by that date; if mailed 
too late on Nov. 3, it runs the risk 
not being postmarked until Nov. 4, 
invalidating the ballot.

Best bet: If you have yet to cast 
your vote in the Nov. 3 General 
Election, deliver it by hand to your 
county’s elections office or drop 
box sites in outlying communities. 
The sooner you vote, the better, 
elections officials say; no votes will 
be counted until 8 p.m. Nov. 3, but 
this is the time elections staff are 
busy certifying ballots for eligibil-
ity and getting them ready to run 
through the counting machines on 

election night.
“Things are really hectic here, 

with new registrations and requests 
for replacement ballots, we are 
seeing really high volume. It will be 
a very busy next two weeks,” said 
Brenda Sorenson, Klickitat County 
Clerk, who reported that 23 percent 
of the county’s 15,982 voters had 
cast their ballots by noon Oct. 26. 
Another 1,000 or so ballots had 
been turned in, so the turnout figure 
will rise once those signatures are 
certified, according to Sorenson.

In Oregon, postmarks do not 
count — they never have — to 
ensure a ballot gets tabulated. 
Hand-deliver it now, and you can 
call the Elections office to arrange 
for curbside pickup.

With turnout at 46 percent in 
Hood River, the ballot boxes have 
been well-used but are emptied 
twice a day, to avoid a repeat of the 
overflowing that the public reported 
on the first weekend of voting, Oct. 
16-17.

“We empty the box here multiple
times a day and over the weekend 
we empty the box twice a day,” 
Clerk Brian Beebe said. “Cascade 
Locks is checked frequently, but no 
set schedule. We didn’t have any 
issues with boxes this last weekend. 
The turnout was much lower than 
the prior weekend. We are dealing 
with lots of calls and emails, but in 
person traffic is down.”

Other key reminders: 

See�VOTE,�page�8
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(541)  354-1800  •   al lensfinewoodworking.com
216 Cascade Avenue  •   Hood River,  Oregon 97031

Lush Garland
Spruce up your living room with a 
magnolia’s broad leaves, transformed 
into a natural garland.

Holiday craf ts  to  make at  home Leaf Place Card and Acorn Napkin Ring
     Make the crafts: Hot glue acorns to lengths of brown waxed 
twine and use to tie up rolled napkins. Apply gold leaf to a portion 
of a preserved maple leaf and use a gold paint pen to mark with 
guest’s initials.

Pine Cone Wreath
     Pine cones are the most inexpensive crafting material out there, 
and make beautiful additions to fall wreaths. You can pick up a few 
right in your own backyard!
     Make the Wreath: Wrap a 16-inch wreath form with burlap ribbon 
and loop a piece around the wreath form for hanging. Paint the tip 
of 40 pine cones in fall colors such as orange, yellow, and beige with 
acrylic paint. Brush the tips of 10 pine cones with matte Mod Podge 
and sprinkle with gold and copper glitter. once dry, wrap an 18-inch 
length of floral wire around the base of each pine cone and twist tie 
around the wreath form to secure, layering and overlapping them as 
you go.

Fall Back! 
Remember to set clocks 

back one hour on 
Saturday night

LINK offers bus loop 
service in The Dalles — B1Home & Garden Inside this Edition


