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Weather

Sunny, breezy, and altogether 
pleasant weather this week. Week 
high of 84 on Thursday. Tuesday will 
see gusts of wind around 24 m.p.h.

 Exploring Hood River’s pipeline 
trail — A12

Energy storage 
explored near 

Goldendale — A6

Gorge athletes getting 
ready for fall — A14

Finding solace through 
yoga — A11

COVID-19

Gorge schools prepare for return to in-person learning

Sims’ granddaughter helps U.S. womens 
swim team place in 2020 Olympics

Mask 
mandates 

announced as 
cases climb 
in the Gorge

Six new deaths announced 
in Wasco, Giliam counties

 ■ By Trisha Walker, Mark 
Gibson and Jacob Bertram

Columbia Gorge News

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown announced 
Aug. 11 that all persons over the age of 
5 are required to wear masks in indoor 
public settings starting Friday, Aug. 13, 
regardless of their vaccination status.

“(The) goal of indoor mask require-
ment(s) is to limit the spread of the delta 
variant as much as possible indoors, where 
COVID-19 spreads more easily,” said a 
press release issued by Brown’s office. 
“The requirement works in combination 
with efforts to encourage more Oregonians 
to become fully vaccinated.

See COVID-19, page 13

TD School Board hears 
from community

2021 Gorge Paddle Challenge

Abby Baker and Juliette Duhaime battle for position in the Elite Women’s Course Race on Aug. 15. The 10th Annual Gorge Paddle Challenge was put on in 
memoriam of Steve Gates. Started in 2011, Gates established the event that now draws paddlers from across the world. Noah Noteboom photo

Rumors of 
Songer’s 
COVID-19 

illness 
unconfirmed
 ■ By Jacob Bertram

Columbia Gorge News

Klickitat County Sheriff Bob 
Songer would not say whether he 
had recently contracted COVID-19 
in an interview last Friday.

Tips flowed into Columbia 
Gorge News’ inbox last week de-
tailing rumors of Songer’s illness, 
which had asked to confirm if it 
was COVID-19; one such source 
cited a reporter from The New 
Yorker, Charles Bethea, who tweet-
ed last week that unnamed county 
sources told him that “Sheriff Bob 
Songer of Klickitat County WA — a 
Trump supporter, member of the 
Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace 
Officers Association & vocal oppo-
nent of pandemic orders — was re-
cently hospitalized w/ Covid-19... 
Songer has not returned calls.”

Columbia Gorge News had been 
aware of Songer’s absence due 
to an undisclosed illness since 
Monday, August 2, after reach-
ing out to him and the sheriff’s 
office on an unrelated matter. 
After calling Songer’s cell phone 
that day and leaving a voicemail, 
Columbia Gorge News reached out 
to the sheriff’s office in an attempt 
to reach him. A clerk with the 
sheriff’s office then advised to wait 
“a couple days” before reaching 
out, while confirming Songer had 
been ill.

Seeking comment from the 
sheriff himself, Columbia Gorge 

See SONGER, page 5

 ■ By Noah Noteboom
Columbia Gorge News

Bella Sims and Team U.S.A. 
Swimming finished in second place 
for the 4x200 meter freestyle relay 
race at the 2020 Tokyo Olympic 
Games. Formatted as a tournament, 
the Olympics Games open com-
petitions with preliminary races 
and events in order to narrow the 
playing field. Events that are typi-
cally called the “final heats,” “medal 
races” or “games,” athletes and 
countries are seeded based on their 
Olympic qualifying times. In order 
to contend for a place on the medal 
podium, athletes must place high 
enough in their prelim race or meet 
the time requirements set by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC).

With the second fastest qualify-
ing time in the 4x200 meter free-
style relay, expectations were high 
for the United States. In her first 
international meet ever, Sims had 
the most pressure on her shoulders 
because she swam the first leg of 
the race for Team U.S.A. Diving off 
the starting blocks with the best 
reaction time, she kept pace with 
swimmers from China, Germany 
and Japan. Swimming down and 
back twice, Sims finished her leg in 
sixth place. 

“It didn’t turn out how I wanted,” 
said Sims.

Her disappointment was short-
lived as teammates Paige Madden, 
Katie McLaughlin and Brooke 
Forde closed the gap and rallied 

See OLYMPICS, page 9

Klickitat County 
districts plan 100% 
in-person learning

 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

School for several students in 
Klickitat County starts Aug. 25, and 
as the opening date approaches, 
local districts have recently released 
information regarding updated 
reopening procedures.

Much of what to expect this up-
coming school year has been hand-
ed down in requirements made 
by the Washington Department of 
Health.

White Salmon Valley and Lyle 
School districts both released 
information related to upcoming 
reopening. Both are planning for 
100% in-person learning.

School districts in Washington 
State will require facial coverings to 
be worn at all times when indoors. 
This applies to all students and 
staff, as well, when riding a bus, the 
driver and every rider will likewise 
be required to wear one. Only when 
people are eating or drinking can 
they remove their masks, according 
to DOH requirements.

Lyle School District 
Communications Officer Deb 

Stenberg wrote in a reopening 
letter to parents that “this is a safety 
requirement mandated by the state 
Department of Health, OSPI and 
the governor: Masking in schools is 
NOT a local decision. It is out of our 
hands.”

Students will not be required 
to wear masks outside at recess at 
both school districts. 

“Therefore, in the cafeteria 
during breakfast and lunch service, 
students will be removing their 
masks,” wrote White Salmon Valley 
Superintendent Sean McGeeney. 
“DOH requires a minimum of three 
feet between every student during 
meals. However, I have tasked our 
school leaders to maximize space 
between students when unmasked, 
aiming to provide 6 feet between 
each student during meals, and 
when weather allows, we are 
planning to offer outdoor seating 
options.”

At this time, COVID-19 vaccina-
tions will not be required for return 
to full-time education.

Some changes to operations this 
upcoming school year include the 
White Salmon school district’s lack 
of a requirement for families to sign 
an attestation form prior to coming 
to school. Students will not need 

See KLICKITAT, page 5

Tom Conklin, physical education teacher for Colonel Wright Elementary 
School, speaks before the school board during a “listening session” seeking 
community input on district reopening plans held at The Dalles Middle School 
Thursday, Aug. 12.  Kelsie Cowart photo

Bella Sims (top) received a silver medal at the Tokyo Olympics. Contributed photo

 ■ By Kelsie Cowart
Columbia Gorge News

THE DALLES — School District 
21 in The Dalles is planning for 
a return to full-time, in-person 
learning this fall, but is also making 
contingency plans should state 
guidelines change and considering 
alternative learning options for 
“medically fragile” and immuno-
compromised students.

On Aug. 12, members of the 
Wasco County School Board met 
in-person at The Dalles Middle 
School for a special listening 
session, presenting an overview 
of district plans and soliciting 
community input regarding the 
reopening of schools for the 2021-
22 school year.

See SD21, page 5


