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TUESDAY NIGHT
Voter turnout as of Monday: 
     Klickitat County — 67 percent
     Wasco County — 63 percent
     Hood River County — 75 percent
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Speed zones slowed throughout White Salmon 
 ■ By Jacob Bertram

Columbia Gorge News

Leadfeet, prepare to lay off the
gas pedal in the City of White 
Salmon.

That is because the White Salmon 
City Council unanimously agreed 
to pass an ordinance lowering the 
speed limit in all areas except cer-
tain designated streets or segments 
within the city from 25 to 20 miles 
per hour at their Oct. 21 meeting.

The ordinance specifically 
amends the municipal code by 
reducing the speed limit on the fol-
lowing road segments to 20 mph.

 ■ N.E. Center and N.E. Tohomish

streets, from the intersection of 
Orchard street to the intersection 
with O’Keefe street. 

 ■ N.E. O’Keefe Street, from the
intersection of N.E. Center and N.E. 
Tohomish streets.

 ■ Dock Grade road from the be-
ginning of the left hand turn prior to 
the residential area to its intersec-
tion with SR 141.

 ■ From El Camino Real to SR 141.
The speed limit remains 15 miles

per hour when children are present 
in residential areas.

It is only a difference of five, but 
White Salmon City Police Chief 
Mike Hepner said residents have 

voiced concerns over their safe-
ty, especially when children are 
present, and as more pedestrians 
and bicyclists move about town, he 
became supportive of the proposal 
to lower the speed limits around 
residential areas. 

“Twenty-five is fast for seeing 
somebody to stop,” Hepner said at 
the meeting.

“The majority of streets in the 
City of White Salmon are congest-
ed,” said Hepner. “There’s a lot of 
cars parked on the side of the street, 
and when a car actually is doing 25 

Chris Pothiers of The Dalles maneuvers to place one of the last boards for the #allltogetherthedalles mural, located on the south wall of the former The Dalles 
Chronicle/Tum-A-Lum Lumber building at 811 E. Second St. in The Dalles. The full mural was unveiled Oct. 31. A live video was streamed online at The Dalles Art 
Center’s Facebook site. Mark B. Gibson photo

‘Homeless emergency’ declared
 ■ By Emily Fitzgerald

Columbia Gorge News

THE DALLES — The Dalles City
Council has declared a local state 
of emergency regarding the city’s 
homelessness problems and has 
authorized the city manager to work 
towards setting up a temporary 
shelter program for this upcoming 
winter. 

The city council signed the emer-
gency declaration during a special 
meeting held Oct. 28, effective im-
mediately, and the declaration will 
remain in effect until April 1.  

“The city is basically providing 
what I call the infrastructure for 
this program and then the program 
itself will not be operated by the 

city, although we will help in any 
way we can,” said City Manager 
Julie Krueger in response to a public 
comment given at the meeting. 

The declaration authorizes 
Krueger “to coordinate emergency 
services by working collaboratively 
with any necessary parties towards 
providing temporary shelter for 
the City of The Dalles’ homeless 
population.” 

As of press time, the City of 
The Dalles is planning to provide 
land — a flat gravel lot behind the 
The Dalles Public Works facili-
ty on Bargeway Road — for five 
temporary shelter units allotted to 
The Dalles under an Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG), and will also 
provide electricity, portable toilets, 
a dumpster and on-site sanitation. 

See�SHELTER,�page�2

Ex-coach 
sentenced 

to probation

Pallet shelters
The Hood River Warming Shelter and 

Darcy Long-Curtiss, acting as a volunteer on 
behalf of a future warming shelter program 
in The Dalles, received a joint Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG) from the Mid-
Columbia Action Council to purchase five 
100-square-foot Pallet shelters each earlier 
this year. 

Pallet is a building company that special-
izes in building small standalone shelters 
to help people experiencing homelessness 
transition to permanent housing. 

Each is insulated with a secure ventilation 
system, and the Shelter 100 models provided 
by the grant have folding bunk bed systems that can accommodate up 
to four people (or two with social distancing measures in place). 

The shelters themselves don’t include bathroom facilities or kitch-
ens, and are intended to be used in a community setting where those 
facilities are available elsewhere on site. More information on Pallet 
shelters is available at www.palletshelter.com/100-sq-ft-shelter. 

Temporary winter 
shelter program sited

All Together

Dock Grade Road at Highway 14 in White Salmon. Kirby Neumann-Rea photo
See�SPEED,�page�2

New state rules allow return of Gorge students to school
Hood River County 
cleared for return; 
Wasco County for 
partial return

 ■ By Jackson Hogan and Gary A. Warner
EO Media Group

Oregon is simplifying the 
COVID-19 infection standards that 
schools must meet to get students 
back in the classroom for the first 
time since March, Gov. Kate Brown 
announced Friday.

“We need to give Oregonians 

hope and encouragement,” Brown 
said about the changes.

Brown made the announcement 
at a press conference along with 
Colt Gill, director of the Oregon 
Department of Education, and Dr. 
Tom Jeanne, deputy state epide-
miologist at the Oregon Health 
Authority.

Under the new guidelines, Hood 
River County can return kids to 
school grades K-12; Wasco County 
will be allowed a partial return of 
K-6 grades.

The new rules will move the
focus to infection rates based on 

individual counties rather than any 
statewide measurement. While the 
majority of students in the state will 
likely be required to continue with 
distance learning, an estimated 
130,000 could return to the class-
room as early as next month.

Brown said she believed the 
moves were the best way for-
ward for the state, despite rapidly 
rising COVID-19 infections that 
led Oregon to report 600 cases on 
Friday, a new daily record.

“Our updated metrics are based 
on the latest COVID-19 studies 
and data, are aligned with CDC 

recommendations, and bring 
Oregon in sync with the standards 
of other states like California,” 
Brown said. “They also help us meet 
our priority of returning students to 
in-person instruction. These met-
rics still place a very high bar for low 
case counts to open schools, while 
at the same time providing more 
flexibility for our younger students.”

The Oregon Health Authority 
has reported 44,389 positive cases 
and 675 deaths from COVID-19 
since it first appeared in the state 
in February. As in much of the 
country, the numbers are on the 

rise after a late-summer lull. The 
New York Times said Friday that its 
analysis of local and state health re-
cords put Oregon’s 14-day average 
of cases up 23 percent.

The Johns Hopkins Coronavirus 
Resource Center reported Friday 
that there have been 8.99 million 
cases of COVID-19 in the United 
States this year, with 229,141 deaths. 
Cases have been spiking worldwide, 
with several European governments 
once again instituting shutdown 
and stay-at-home orders. COVID-19 

See�SENTENCE,�page�2

See�SCHOOLS,�page�3

 ■ By Neita Cecil
Columbia Gorge News

Former local 
sports coach 
Kevin Howard 
Dale, 31, avoided 
additional jail 
time and having 
to register as a sex 
offender in a plea 
bargain reached 
last month in two 
2019 cases alleging 

he inappropriately touched two 
young women.

Dale was sentenced to time 
served, which was a few days he 
spent in jail after his 2019 arrest, 
and 18 months of probation for 
two counts of harassment, one 
against each victim, and one count 
of second degree burglary for ille-
gally entering the Gorge Athletic 
Club, where 
one of the 
crimes took 
place.

Dale, who 
now lives in 
the Portland 
area according to his attorney, ini-
tially faced charges of third-degree 
sex abuse, a Class A misdemeanor 
which requires registering as a sex 
offender.

The harassment conviction 
is a Class A misdemeanor, and 
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