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The Dalles gets magical with 
annual Witches Walk

 ■ By Alana Lackner
Columbia Gorge News

THE DALLES WAS A LITTLE 
more magical on Friday 
evening as witches from all 

across the Gorge flooded the streets 
to participate in the annual Witches 
Walk.

The Witches Walk, originally 
started in 2017, has been a The 
Dalles tradition for the last several 
years, with the exception of 2020, 
when it was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year 
marked its first year back.

Each year, The Witches Walk 
takes place over an evening. 
Businesses stay open later, offer 
snacks, drinks and discounts, and 
participants are able to pick up a 
“Witches Walk Passport” that lists 
all of the businesses taking part. 
Participants can then go from place 
to place and get their passport 
signed, as well as pick up their 
treats.

Robin Miles, the local Farmers 

insurance agent in The Dalles, said 
this was her first year being a part 
of the Witches Walk. As one of the 
businesses involved, Miles had 
goody bags as well as a raffle for a 
$25 Visa gift card.

Miles said she had never 
participated in the Witches Walk 
before, but when the organizers 
approached her, she was more than 
willing.

“It’s like trick-or-treating for 
adults,” Miles said. “And I just think 
that’s so fun.”

According to the official 
Facebook page for The Dalles 
Witches Walk, the walk is supposed 
to be a good chance for business-
es to “meet and get to know the 
community in a fun and friendly 
way.” The page also said that the 
walk gives residents the chance to 
learn about businesses they may 
not have been aware of before.

Miles said she thought the walk 
was needed after the isolation of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It’s been a tough time for all of 

us,” she said. “So it’s nice to kind of 
do something fun as a community. 
I think we needed this.”

This year’s Witches Walk was 
also special not just because it was 
resuming the tradition that was 
paused due to the pandemic, but 
because it was the first “Witches 
Dance.” 

The Witches Dance, put on by 
Columbia Gorge Bellydance and 
other volunteers, took place three 
different times throughout the night 
on Federal Street: 6 p.m., 7 p.m. and 
8 p.m. The dance featured perform-
ers dressed as witches dancing in 

tandem as colored smoke rolled out 
of cauldrons behind them. Despite 
being a new tradition, the dance 
garnered a lot of attention, with 
many residents coming to watch.

According to the Facebook page, 
the dance is anticipated to be an 
annual event. Organizers are al-
ready planning next year’s Witches 
Walk and they hope it will be even 
bigger, according to a post on the 
page.

“Next year will be EPIC!” the post 
said.

Witches gather downtown The Dalles. Pictured are, left to right, Christina 
Bradley, Amanda Russell, Leah Russell and Cheryl Atkins, posing for a picture 
outside of Gorge City Barbering. Alana Lackner photos

 ■ By Jacob Bertram, Kelsie Cowart, 
Alana Lackner and Noah Noteboom

Columbia Gorge News

THE CORONAVIRUS PAN-
demic is instigating the 
greatest staffing shortage the 

Columbia River Gorge region has 
seen in years, according to local 
economists. 

With the tourist industry making 
up a large portion of the local 
economy, regional economist Scott 
Bailey with the Washington State 
Employment Security Department 
said restaurants and the hospital-
ity industry took the brunt of the 
impact stemming from ongoing 
restrictions.

As COVID-19 hit stateside in 
March 2020, the first regulations 
were put in place for Oregonians. 
Gov. Kate Brown made the deci-
sion to shut down the state with 
the notion of public health at the 
forefront. Throughout the month 
of March, Brown instituted mask 
mandates and policy changes for 
restaurants, schools, health care 

facilities and public spaces. 
In Washington state, Gov. Jay 

Inslee instituted a “Stay Home, Stay 
Healthy” initiative asking citizens 
to stay home for two weeks, but in 

early April he extended the state’s 
proclamation for another month. 
When positive cases began to 
spike in June, Inslee mandated 
face coverings statewide. A federal 

response included supplemental 
unemployment benefits.

Schools initially sent students 

Gorge  
Now  

Hiring
Regional staffing 
shortage impacts 

communities
Part One

A sticker reading “pandemics suck” can be seen behind the bar (top photo) at Solstice Wood Fire Cafe & Bar in Hood River. 
Above, line cook Joel Dias preps for the day. He is a seasonal worker at Solstice who works three months out of the year.
 Noah Noteboom photo

Resources for  
job-seekers

If you’re currently unem-
ployed in the Gorge, here is a 
list of resources that may help.

Unemployment
If you are unemployed and 

are unsure if you qualify for 
unemployment or want to 
apply for unemployment, you 
can visit one of these:

Oregon: unemployment.ore-
gon.gov/workers/file-a-claim 

Washington: www.esd.
wa.gov/unemployment 

Government resources
WorkSource is a partnership 

between agencies (such as lo-
cal governments and nonprof-
its) that offers many services to 
help people find work:

Oregon: www.worksourceo-
regon.org

Washington: www.work-
sourcewa.com

Quality Info is a site that 
is maintained by Oregon’s 
employment department and 
includes resources for finding 
employers, jobs, as well as 
occupation and wage informa-
tion: www.qualityinfo.org. 

Other websites for 
job-searching

There are also many 
non-governmental websites 
that have job listings and tools 
to apply for jobs, including:

www.indeed.com
www.linkedin.com 
www.ziprecruiter.com  

See HIRING, page 2

A group of witches from Columbia Gorge Bellydance, as well as a few other partic-
ipants, prepare to take part in the first annual Witches Dance.

Council 
exploring 

‘Walker House’ 
purchase

 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

WHITE SALMON — White 
Salmon is exploring an oppor-
tunity to purchase the historic, 
three-story Walker House and its 
property on Jewett Boulevard. 

Last week, White Salmon city 
councilors voted 3-1 to allow 
the city to enter into a purchase 
agreement for the property in the 
amount of $1.5 million. 

The agreement allows the city to 
spend up to $50,000 to contract for 
inspection, counsel, and appraisal 
services ahead of a potential final 
closing, slated for up to 180 days 
after the signing of the agreement. 
It also allows the city to deposit 
$15,000 into an escrow account 
in anticipation of closing the sale, 
slated for up to 210 days from the 
signing of the agreement.

The agreement gives the city 150 
days to perform any due diligence 
tasks and another 30 days to close 
the sale, with an optional extra 30 
days. 

According to City Clerk/

See HOUSE, page 6




