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‘The Radio Play Disaster’ runs 
Thursday, Friday in TD — A8

International Survivors of Suicide 
Loss Day marked in Gorge

Small gatherings of veterans celebrat-
ed Veterans Day Nov. 11 in The Dalles. 
Above, Zander and Felycia Myers, in 
front row,  stand with a group of mili-
tary veterans on Weber street. In back 
row, from left,  Robert Elkinton (Army), 
Carl Gentry (Air Force), Mike Knopf 
(Navy) and Jim Farmer (Air Force.)  
Zander worked with Bob Canavan, 
president of the local Patriot Riders 
chapter, with the flag detail at Kelly 
Point Veterans Memorial. At right, the 
Oregon National Guard flies two F-16 
fighter jets over The Dalles. 

Gary Elkinton photos

Hood River Warming 
Shelter opens for winter

Schools 
reopening 
postponed

WHITE SALMON

Pool Board lays 
out next steps

Gorge meeting will 
be held via Zoom
■ By Trisha Walker

Columbia Gorge News

IT’S BEEN NINE YEARS SINCE
Susan Gabay brought the 
International Survivors of 

Suicide Loss Day program to the 
Gorge, but this will be its first year 
held on an online platform. 

On the third Saturday of 
November, those who have lost a 
loved one to suicide come together 

to watch a short documentary pro-
vided by the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) and 
share their own experiences. 

“This event isn’t about con-
fronting the epidemic — really, we 
haven’t made any success in drop-
ping our suicide rates nationwide,” 
Gabay said. “This is for the people 
left behind by a suicide.”

Because of the pandemic, this 
year’s program, which was sched-
uled to be held in The Dalles, will 
be offered at 10 a.m. on Nov. 21 via 
Zoom; for a link, contact Debby 

Jones, Wasco County YouthThink, at 
541-506-2673 or debbyj@co.wasco.
or.us.

Gabay is assisted in hosting the 
events by Jones and Belinda Ballah, 
Hood River County Prevention 
Department, and said that atten-
dance varies year to year. They’ve 
had as few as four or five, or as 
many as 20. She’s hoping that the 
Zoom platform encourages anyone 
who feels intimated by an in-person 
event to attend this year.

“You have the flexibility to be 
quiet,” she said of Zoom. “You sign 

in. You don’t have to show your face 
and you don’t have to speak if you 
don’t want to. You can just listen.”

International Survivors of Suicide 
Loss Day was enacted by Congress 
in 1999 after Nevada Sen. Harry 
Reid lost his father to suicide. 
Gabay believes the third Saturday in 
November was picked, in part, “to 
recognize how difficult the holidays 
can be.

“We’ve had people come to the 
Survivors of Suicide Loss programs 
who lost someone literally months 
earlier, and people who come 30 

years later,” she said. “We had a 
sister and brother come one year, 
who had lost their sibling 30 years 
earlier and thought it was important 
to come and talk about it and how 
they managed their grief — they 
took different paths.”

The meeting is confidential; those 
who attend are asked to introduce 
themselves to whatever extent 
they’re comfortable. Next comes the 
AFSP documentary (this year’s film 
is approximately 26 minutes long) 

Veterans Day Honors

Health data 
pushes in-
person dates for 
area schools

HOOD RIVER — Hood River 
County School District (HRCSD) is 
postponing reopening schools for 
in-person instruction for kinder-
garten through fifth grade (K-5) 
students. 

No timeline for reopening 
school will be announced until at 
least January 2021, at the earliest, 
according to district officials.

HRCSD reviewed the ODE 
updated metrics along with the 
Oregon Health Authority (OHA) 
weekly county metrics report. 
Given Hood River County’s case 

count and test positivity rate 
over the past two weeks, HRCSD 
remains in the yellow zone, per-
mitting schools to reopen for K-5 
students. That being said, HRCSD 
recognizes the increase in case 
count and test positivity compared 
to last week’s report.

The test positivity rate reported 
the week of Nov. 13 was the second 
highest recorded rate in Hood 
River County since July.

According to the ODE metrics, 
Hood River County could reopen 
schools for K-5; however, the 
increasing rates of COVID-19 cases 
across the county, state and nation 
concern HRCSD, particularly as the 
holiday season approaches. 

“The school district is taking 

■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

WHITE SALMON — Following
a Nov. 5 public hearing, the White 
Salmon Valley Pool Metropolitan 
Park District approved their 2021 
budget at their Nov. 12 regular 
meeting. The approved budget 
projects expenditures related to 
construction and permitting in 
2021 and anticipates over $1 mil-
lion in revenue, including $302,357 
in taxes levied, $350,000 in state 
grant funds, and another $435,000 
in non-governmental grants and 
donations in the coming fiscal year.

Also approved by the pool 
board is a resolution authorizing a 
one-percent increase on the levy 
amount, which amounts to an in-
crease of $2,944.39 on ad valorem 
property taxes levied.

“It’s not, as I had assumed, 1 

percent on the levy rate (our levy 
rate … is 25 cents per 1,000 dollar 
valuation), but … it is on what we’re 
to receive on the budget from last 
year, so in fact our levy rate next 
year will be 23.8 cents per $1,000 
because the property values have 
increased faster than that 1 percent 
increase,” Board President Lloyd 
Dekay said.

“As long as property values con-
tinue to increase, we will progres-
sively see our levy rate decrease,” 
DeKay said. “We will actually be 
getting more money, but it won’t be 
as much as we would have gotten if 
it were based on the levy rate rather 
than the actual levy.”

As of Oct. 31, the district has 
$335,715.94 in total assets, accord-
ing to their 2020 balance sheet, 
including $55,397.20 in reserves.

Changes include 
non-congregate 
model and COVID-19 
safety precautions
■ By Emily Fitzgerald 
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HOOD RIVER — The Hood River
Warming Shelter opened Monday 
night for the winter season, and 
is now open 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. every 
night through March 14.

The shelter is operating out 
of a new location this year, the 
lower parking lot of Hood River 
Valley Christian Church on Indian 
Creek Road, to accommodate an 

Volunteer work parties helped assemble these 13 Pallet shelters in the lower 
parking lot of Hood River Valley Christian Church. Each shelter can accommo-
date a maximum of two people with social distancing in place.  
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