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Weather

Sunny and cooler at the start of 
the week, and will gradually warm 
up to week high of 87 on Friday in 
the Gorge.

First Book programs draw 
smiles in the Gorge — page B1

Dollar General 
considering Bingen 
location— page A7

Under Canvas ready to 
move forward — page 

A16

Hot from the oven with 
Gorge Local — page 

A11

COVID-19

Gorge area 
hospitals 

at capacity
COVID surge 
sees ambulances  
redirected, 
ICU beds full
■ By Neita Cecil

North Central Public Health

Vaccination rates continue to
rise steadily in Wasco, Sherman 
and Gilliam counties, but 
COVID-19 cases and hospitaliza-
tions are also climbing as the surge 
in Delta variant COVID cases 
continues.

As of Friday morning, Aug. 27, 
Mid-Columbia Medical Center 
(MCMC) had no open ICU beds, 
and 26 percent of its patient beds
were taken by COVID positive 
patients. It has had to turn away 
ambulances due to increased 
volume in its ER. 

Also Friday, it re-instituted its 
policy of not allowing visitors due 
to the surge. Providence hospital 
in Hood River  has also closed to 
visitors, and Skyline Hospital in 
White Salmon has reduced visita-
tions as well.

The full policy can be found 
at www.mcmc.net, under latest 
news.

Local impacts reflects what is 
going on statewide. On Friday, 
Oregon had a record 1,097 
people hospitalized with COVID 
and a record 3,207 positive and 

Protestors call for ‘medical freedom’

Klickitat County to appeal ‘Tract D’ to Supreme Court

Precautions 
outlined as 
students, 

staff prepare 
for return■ By Trisha Walker

Columbia Gorge News

HOOD RIVER — Hood 
River County School District 
Superintendent Rich Polkinghorn 
shared the district’s operating and 
COVID precaution plans at the 
Aug. 25 board meeting. The first 
day of school will be Sept. 7.

“This year we start the year still 
gripped in a COVID pandemic,” 
Polkinghorn told the board in his 
opening remarks. 

“… When the state of Oregon 
is in a health crisis, the governor 
is authorized to issue executive 
orders which carry the force of law, 
and we follow the law,” he con-
tinued. “I’ve heard from people 
in this community suggesting or 
downright telling me that I should 
not, or the board should not follow 
the laws in the state of Oregon. I do 
not have the authority to do that, 
nor do I intend to. The board does 
not have such authority either. 
We’re working internally on pro-
cedures to address this directive 
with our staff. We’re continuing 

Negotiations continue between 
MCMC, nurses union

See HOSPITALS, page 6

Protestors at The Dalles post office stand with their signs. Many chose to con-
ceal their faces behind their signs for fear of retribution or harassment, they 
said. Alana Lackner Photo

■ By Alana Lackner
Columbia Gorge News

THE DALLES — Two protests for
medical freedom were held at The 
Dalles post office on Wednesday, 
Aug. 25 and Friday, Aug. 27 from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

The call for medical freedom was
in response to the enforcement of 
mask and vaccine mandates, both 
by the U.S. and state governments 
as well as private businesses.

One protestor, a local named 
Benjamin Warren, said the pro-
test was to stand up for “bodily 
autonomy.”

“The problem is that mask man-
dates are coming down, vaccine 
mandates are coming down, the 
government is going to violate our 

bodily autonomy to force these 
things on us,” Warren said. “And we 
don’t get a decision, so we wanted 
to speak out against that.”

Erika, a protestor who chose not 
to give her last name, said the peo-
ple protesting weren’t anti-vaccine, 
they were “pro-choice.”

“Everyone should have a choice 
for their own body to make that 
decision for themselves,” she said. 
“Everyone’s genetically different 
and it shouldn’t be a one-size-fits-
all-shot. We should never have 
anything forcibly injected into us, 
it’s a medical procedure.”

Warren agreed that the protest 
was not against vaccinations. 
Instead, he said, it was about the 

See PROTEST, page 6

■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

Klickitat County will make one
last stand to seek a favorable ruling 
in the Tract D land dispute.

In a split 2-1 vote last Tuesday, 
the Klickitat County Board of 
Commissioners signified their in-
tent to appeal their case to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

A ruling made in June by a 
three-judge panel of the U.S. Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals favored the 
Confederated Bands and Tribes of 
the Yakama Nation in a boundary 
dispute that affirmed the tribe’s 

jurisdiction over criminal matters 
in the Glenwood Valley and the 
121,466-acre area known as Tract 
D.

While disagreements over 
the tribe’s exact boundary have 
persisted over the last century, the 
latest dispute is one that focuses on 
criminal jurisdiction. 

Prosecuting Attorney David 
Quesnel said a petition for a rehear-
ing through a full panel of judges 
in the lower court was dismissed 
last week, leaving the county with 
only the U.S. Supreme Court as an 
option for a further hearing.

Commissioners Dan Christopher 

and Dave Sauter both voted in favor 
to petition the government’s high-
est court. Sauter had been vocal in 
his belief that the county should 
take the case as far as it can go, and 
to settle the issue once and for all. 

Commissioner Jacob Anderson 
sided against taking the case to the 
U.S. Supreme Court for a few rea-
sons, and as the recently appointed 
liaison to the tribe, much of his 
argument was based on building 
trust between the neighboring au-
thorities as the most positive thing 
the county could do to support its 
residents living with Tract D.

Said Anderson: “To me, the final 

say has already been said. And I re-
spect… the judicial engines and we 
put our best foot forward. We said 
what we needed to say. The tribe 
has spent a hundred years building 
a case for this. We haven’t spent a 
hundred years building a case.”

Considering that an extension of 
the dispute could take years for a fi-
nal outcome, Anderson said “we’ve 
got to get over it and move on and 
start working together.”

Anderson also said the county 
has not seen support from the state  
on the case “like they used to. And 

Triathlete will compete at Ironman 
70.3 World Championships

■ ■ By Noah Noteboom
Columbia Gorge News

HOOD RIVER — Juliet
Thompson Hochman is a world 
class athlete. A New England 
native, Hochman played every- 
thing growing up; field hockey, 
basketball, softball, diving, tennis, 
soccer, horseback riding. She even 
played on the boys’ lacrosse team 
in middle school. But rowing is 
where Hochman found her “first” 
athletic life. 

Hochman’s college-preparatory 
school had a very brief rowing 
season, partly because of the pro- 
longed time it takes the northeast- 
ern ice to thaw. All competitions 
were scheduled in the two month 
spring season. As a junior in high 
school, those two months were 
enough for her to be selected 
for the 1984 U.S. Junior National 
Rowing Team that competed 
in Sweden. That same year, she 
stumbled upon her inspiration. 

Juliet Thompson Hochman’s Olympic background could be X-factor in winning another World Championship. Above, 
Hochman, left, cruises right along in the 70.3 St. George in May. She won her age group in this race and qualified for the 
World Championships on the same course. Contributed photo

Registered nurse Debbie Conklin, right, holds a sign reading “MCMC nurses 
love this community” during a Oregon Nurses Association rally in downtown 
The Dalles Aug. 19. Speaking with her is registered nurse Chandra Mershon. 
Both the union and MCMC reported progress in negotiations following an Aug. 
25 bargaining session. Mark B. Gibson photo

■ By Mark Gibson
Columbia Gorge News

THE DALLES — Local nurses em-
ployed by Mid-Columbia Medical 
Center (MCMC) in The Dalles, and 
represented by the Oregon Nurses 
Association (OMA), reported “en-
couraging movement from MCMC” 
following a rally downtown The 
Dalles Thursday, Aug. 19.

Bargaining between MCMC 
and the nurses union continued 
Wednesday, Aug. 25, with both sides 
reporting progress.

“After a very successful show of 
unity at our Aug. 19 rally down-
town, MCMC moved closer to our 
priorities in negotiations,” the union 
reported in an update published on 
oregonrn.org. 

Stephanie Bowen, Mid-Columbia 
Medical Center public relations 
manager, said the hospital has been 
bargaining in good faith with the 
nurses union since May. “We have 
made progress on many issues, but 
some remain,” she said in an Aug. 
27 response to the Columbia Gorge 
News. Bowen noted that at the Aug. 
25 bargaining session, “both teams 
exchanged full package proposals 
that were designed to focus on 
priorities and work towards an 
agreement. We appreciate the 
ONA team’s movement and expect 
further productive discussions,” 
she said. “MCMC is committed to 
safe staffing. Oregon law provides 
for a staffing committee, made up 

See SCHOOLS, page 6

See MCMC, page 3

See TRIATHLETE, page 12

See APPEAL, page 8


