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Showers likely through 
Friday. Lows of mid-30s to 40s. 
Weekend to see sunshine.

The Dalles High hosts cake 
competition — B2

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Lacy Gries — B12
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— A11

Cantwell 
arrested in 
Stevenson

New manager and engagement 
coordinator join Hood River staff

COVID-19 UPDATE

3 deaths 
reported 
in Wasco 
County

Vaccine rate 
increasing

Three additional COVID-19 
deaths in Wasco County were 
reported last week by the North 
Central Public Health District.

One death was recent, and two 
were just recently reported by 
the Oregon Health Authority, but 
occurred in August. 

This brings total Wasco County 
deaths from COVID to 44.

A man tested positive for COVID 
on Oct. 12 and died Nov. 16 at Mid-
Columbia Medical Center. 

A woman tested positive Aug. 11 
and died Aug. 21 at her residence. 
Another woman tested positive 
Aug. 20 and died Aug. 29 at Legacy 
Good Samaritan Medical Center in 
Portland.

Vaccination in particular, as 
well as good ventilation, masking 
and physical distancing, remain 
the best tools available to end the 

 ■ By Noah Noteboom
Columbia Gorge News

HOOD RIVER — Newly hired 
City Manager Abigail Elder, 
and Community Engagement 
Coordinator Nubia Sánchez-
Contreras jumped right into the 
swing of things on Nov. 1 when they 
were given guided tours around 
City Hall and other departments.

Elder came to Hood River from 
Beaverton, where she served in the 
role of Community Services and 
Engagement Director for the City. 
Elder went to St. Olaf College in 
Minnesota, earned her bachelors 
degree in political science, but you 
won’t see her run for elected office.

“I’m much more interested in the 
mechanics of good governance,” 
said Elder. “How can we be good 
stewards of taxpayer dollars and 
make it efficient.” 

She graduated with a Master’s 
of Art in Library and Information 
Studies from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, before 
coming to Portland with her 
husband where she received her 
masters in Public Administration 
from Portland State University. 
Coincidentally, Sánchez-Contreras 
also attended PSU. 

A member of the 2010 Class at 
Hood River Valley High School, 

Hood River City Manager Abigail Elder in front of City Hall during her first week. 
Elder said that her first priority as city manager is to listen. She wants to hear 
what residents and employees have to say and what topics are on the top of their 
mind. Noah Noteboom photo

 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

Skamania 
County sheriff’s 
deputies arrested 
Logan Cantwell, 
the subject of 
a multi-day 
manhunt, at a 
Stevenson, Wash. 
apartment com-
plex Wednesday 
afternoon, Nov. 17.

Skamania County Undersheriff 
Pat Bond said Cantwell was taken 
into custody without incident fol-
lowing a standoff at the Viewpoint 
Apartments. 

Cantwell will be held at 
Skamania County Jail for the time 
being, Bond said. The Skamania 
County Sheriff’s Office had war-
rants for his arrest, including two 
felony warrants for theft and one 
misdemeanor warrant. 

Cantwell also has felony 
warrants out of Wasco County, 
including a charge of attempt-
ed murder in the first degree, 
which was announced following 
shots exchanged with a Wasco 
County sheriff’s deputy Saturday 
afternoon.

Cantwell eluded officers fol-
lowing the exchange of gunfire, 
prompting a region-wide search 
for the suspect. 

Bond said the regional SWAT 
team assisted in the standoff at 

Logan 
Cantwell

See COVID, page 2

See ARREST, page 6

Teacher dismissal draws condemnation
 ■ By Kelsie Cowart

Columbia Gorge News

Several members of the public 
walked out of Thursday’s North 
Wasco County School Board 
meeting in reaction to the board’s 
approval to dismiss The Dalles 
High School faculty member 
Wayne Gibson.

During the superintendent’s 
report in the Nov. 18 meeting, 
presented by Human Resource 
Director Brian Schimel, it was 
recommended by Superintendent  
Carolyn Bernal to dismiss Gibson 
for “neglect of duty as defined by 
Teacher’s Standards of Practice 
Commission, TSPC, for not com-
plying with OAR 333-019-1030, 
which required all teachers, school 
staff, and volunteers to be fully 
vaccinated or have a documented 
medical or religious exemption by 
Oct. 18, 2021,” said Schimel.

During the presentation, com-
munity members in attendance 
reacted negatively to the motion 
for dismissal, calling out remarks The Dalles High School students demonstrate Thursday afternoon outside the school. They were protesting the anticipat-

ed firing of two teachers by North Wasco County School District 21 for not complying with Oregon’s vaccination mandate, 
which requires school staff to be fully vaccinated or have a documented medical or religious exemption by Oct. 18. See 
related story, page xx. Kelsie Cowart photoSee DISMISSAL, page 2

Federal lawsuit filed against Port of Cascade Locks
 ■ By Mark Gibson

Columbia Gorge News

The Port of Cascade Locks is 
facing a federal civil rights claim 
for alleged racial discrimina-
tion against Puff Factory owner 
Jacqueline Alexander. That claim 
is currently under litigation in the 
U.S. District Court for the District 
of Oregon: No ruling has yet been 
made, as incorrectly reported in the 
Columbia Gorge News on Nov. 10. 

The civil rights claim was filed 
Jan. 10, 2020, during and in re-
sponse to a lawsuit brought against 
Alexander by the Port of Cascade 
Locks around Feb. 26, 2016. 

Port vs. Puff Factory

The port’s lawsuit sought 
damages of $89,250 from the 
Puff Factory for alleged breach of 
contact and was argued before 
Judge Karen Ostrye in Hood River 

County Circuit Court for more than 
four days, Sept. 21-24, 2021. Ostrye 
ruled against the port, finding 
the port had shown “no right to 
relief,” and dismissed the case with 

prejudice on Oct. 4, 2021. A case 
dismissed with prejudice  can’t be 
brought back to court, but can be 
appealed.

Central to the port’s case is a 10-
year lease agreement between the 
Port of Cascade Locks and the Puff 
Factory signed on May 18, 2015, for 
a port-owned building referred to 
as the “Flex” building. 

At the time the lease was signed, 
the building was a flexible “shell” 
designed to be modified by the 
tenant, port attorney Casey M. 

Nokes testified in the trial. “It’s a 
shell, and can be modified with 
tenant improvements, (you can) 

White Salmon honors former mayor

Correction

The Columbia Gorge News reported in its Nov. 10, 2021, edition, 
page 1, that a determination had been made that the Port of Cascade 
Locks had acted in a racially discriminatory manner and had violated 
federal and constitutional laws. This concerns the administration 
of a port lease to Puff Factory and the port’s treatment of Jacqueline 
Alexander, Puff Factory owner. Those are only pending allegations 
against the port at this point (see story). No finding on these is-
sues has yet been rendered. The story was incorrect in this regard.  
Columbia Gorge News regrets the error.

 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

The City of White Salmon hon-
ored the city’s late longtime mayor, 
Roger Holen, at a council meeting 
last week.

Holen passed away Nov. 10. He 
was 84 years old.

The community knew Holen as 
White Salmon’s mayor for nearly 
a decade, and as the keeper of the 
White Salmon Inn with his wife, 
Janet.

Holen, an impassioned commu-
nity volunteer and public servant, 
served two terms as White Salmon’s 
top government official from 1995 
to 2003, and was appointed as 
an interim mayor in 2005. While 
mayor, Holen oversaw the merging 
of the Bingen and White Salmon 

police departments 
into one entity. 

White Salmon 
City Clerk/
Treasurer Jan 
Brending worked 
with Roger during 
her time as 
Bingen City Clerk. 
Brending said that 
without Holen and former Bingen 
Mayor Brian Prigel’s leadership, 
“I don’t think (the merger of the 
police departments) would have 
been created. And that endeavor 
was actually recognized by the 
Association of Washington Cities 
as a pretty special project,” one that 
would be looked towards by other 
communities as a footprint to figure 
out their own law enforcement 
solutions.

White Salmon Mayor Marla 
Keether said that Holen also 
worked with his son-in-law to get 
the bells working in the city hall 
tower.

“He came by and obviously 
reached out about offering to help 
fix the bells again,” Keethler said. “It 
shows just the care.”

As a volunteer, Holen served 
as the president of the Mid-
Columbia Habitat for Humanity, 
was a American Red Cross Disaster 
Responder and was deployed 
nationally to hurricanes, floods and 
wildfires. His obituary notes (see 
page 7) that his favorite volun-
teering opportunity was serving 
on a community panel assessing 
Columbia High School students’ 
presentations of their senior 
projects.

He was a 29-year member of the 
White Salmon-Bingen Rotary Club.

Holen, born in Minneapolis 
in 1936, married his high school 
sweetheart, Janet (How) Holen, 
in 1936. He performed in jazz, 
concert, and marching bands 
throughout high school, later at the 
University of Minnesota, with the 
Minnesota National Guard Band, 
and also played tenor sax in the 
Denny Murphy Band. For seven 
years, his obituary notes, he was 
the announcer for the Minnesota 
Gophers marching band halftime 
show at-home games and an-
nounced their halftime show twice 
in Pasadena when the Gophers 
went to the Rose Bowl.

Holen worked for 30 years in 

Roger Holen

See HOLEN, page 6

See LAWSUIT, page 8

See STAFF, page 3




