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Weather

Mid-60s to mid-70s week average 
temperature. Week high of 83 in the 
Gorge on Tuesday. Chance of rain 
Friday and over the weekend.

Honoring the memory of those 
who died in the September 11, 

2001 terrorist attacks  
— photos page A6.

The Dalles moves 
forward with pipeline 

project — page A9

Bowling is Back! See 
Kegler’s Corner  

— page B6

Rowena Wildlife Clinic 
seeks to expand  

— page A11

Gorge gets $2M for economic development
■ Staff report

Columbia Gorge News

Following years of “hard work
and creativity,” $2 million in federal 
funding is headed to the Columbia 
River Gorge to support economic 
revitalization efforts, according 
to Sara Hottman, state communi-
cations director for U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Merkley. 

“This was a dang hard $2 million 
to secure — basically 35 years in 
the making,” Hottman said. As 
a congressman on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, Sen. 
Merkley “was able to make this 
impressive legislative lift and finally 
secure this funding.”

The announcement is the 
culmination of a years-long effort 
to fulfill a promise made when 
Congress passed the Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area 
Act in 1986 authorizing $10 million 
for economic development along 
the Columbia River Gorge, yet only 
$8 million of those funds was every 
appropriated.

The final $2 million will be from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“The Columbia River Gorge is 
a special place, and small, locally 
owned businesses are its economic 
backbone. Over the past sever-
al years, those businesses have 
dealt with the economic impacts 
of wildfire, severe weather and 

now a pandemic. I’m glad this 
long-awaited $2 million investment 
is headed into Gorge communities 
to help those small businesses,” said 
Merkley. “The timing couldn’t be 
better and I’m looking forward to 
seeing the impacts of this funding, 
and will continue to do all that I 
can to support local economies 
throughout our state.” 

Merkley’s efforts over the years 
have been supported by the 
other members of the Northwest 
Congressional delegation, including 
U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, U.S. Sen. Patty 
Murray, U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, 
U.S. Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler and 
U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz.

“Small businesses in the Gorge 
have been whipsawed in recent 
years by wildfire smoke, rough 
winter weather and a public health 
crisis that’s added huge challenges 
to remain open and keep creat-
ing jobs for Oregonians,” Wyden 
said. “I’m gratified this $2 million 
federal investment is headed to a 
region that’s a crown jewel among 
Oregon’s world-renowned natural 
treasures. And I’ll keep battling for 
similar economic development in-
vestments in every nook and cranny 
of our state.”

“After everything the Columbia 
River Gorge area has gone through 

A grant of $99,000 from the $2M appropriated for economic development 
in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (see story at left) will help 
fund development of a second well and connect it to existing water supply 
lines at the Dallesport Industrial Park, north of The Dalles in Washington.
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Dallesport Industrial Park gets 
$99,000 for water system

■ By Mark Gibson
Columbia Gorge News

The Dallesport Industrial Park,
which is owned and operated by 
the Port of Klickitat and located 
north of The Dalles in Washington, 
will receive $99,000 in federal 

funds designated for economic 
development in the Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area 
(see related story, this page) to 
upgrade the industrial park’s water 
system.

WAMIC LOCAL WINS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

National Championships in lawn 
mower racing held in Tygh Valley

■ By Noah Noteboom
Columbia Gorge News

LAWNMOWER RACING WAS 
birthed in a place where ideas 
become realities. Irishman 

Jim Gavin sat in a southern England 
pub and pondered how to make 
motor racing more affordable. He 
landed on something that nearly 
every homeowner has in their 
backyard: a lawnmower. 

Soon after, he and his buddies 
set up a course modified their 
riding lawnmowers. To his surprise,     
people came to watch. 

Today, lawnmower racing — 
also known as grass car racing 
— has become a worldwide sport. 
Competitions occur everywhere 
from New Zealand all the way to 
the pacific northwest, including 
Wamic, Ore. Located 35 miles south 
of The Dalles, the Sportsman’s 
Pub & Grub is home to the largest 
grass car racing track in the United 
States. The Wamic Speedway — 
as it is known by the locals — is 
the scene of the 2021 National 
Championships.

While the people involved in the 
sports are important, the track itself 
has evolved to be a leading charac-
ter. Wamic resident, Joshua Woelke 
headlined the races, while his dad 
Glenn is praised as the father of the 

track. Ask anyone in the area and 
they will say Glenn has done more 
for Wamic Speedway than anyone 
ever has.

“Go back 5 years ago and this 
track looked like the horse pasture 

out back,” said Mark Grant, one of 
the race announcers. 

What started out as a scrappy 
race track delineated by gallon wa-
ter jugs and red tape has since been 
transformed into a “world-class 
facility” as described by the racers 
and ESPN alike. 

In 2014, Glenn added hay bales 
sporadically around the track in 
case racers took a corner too sharp-
ly. The lawnmowers-turned grass 
cars often catch on fire or experi-
ence mechanical difficulties, so it’s 
crucial the track has a convenient 
exit. 

As the sport grew in popularity, 
now attracting a steady crowd of 
“street people” along the rural 
highway, so did the track. Last 
summer, one of the covered areas 
that housed an outdoor kitchen 
toppled over. So Glenn and his crew 
— comprised of locals and other 
racers — got to building a new 
one, this time with an emphasis on 
stability. Spectators wanted to be 
able to drink beer, turning race days 

Roseburg residents Ken Elder and his daughter Sara, try to find the source of the 
problem with her grass car. Sara was the top points earner for the FXS classifica-
tion in the country. Noah Noteboom photo

President of the U.S. Lawn Mower 
Racing Association, Kerry Evans, does 
a tribute lap (at left) for the 13 men 
and women who lost their lives in the 
Kabul, Afghanistan, airport bombing.
Above, Evans addresses the crowd be-
fore the 2021 National Lawn Mower 
Championships. Wamic Speedway 
is the largest grass car track in the 
United States. 

Noah Noteboom photos

See RACES, page 6

Bar complaint 
against Nisley, 
Wolf referred 

to Disciplinary 
Counsel

Deputy DA under Nisley 
submits complaint
■ By Jacob Bertram

Columbia Gorge News

The bar complaint against
Wasco County’s former District 
Attorney Eric Nisley and former 
Chief Deputy DA Leslie Wolf has 
proceeded to its second phase of 
investigation.

Linn Davis, the Oregon State Bar 
Association counsel assigned to 
head the initial screening phase 
of the bar proceedings, said the 
case has been referred to the 
Disciplinary Counsel Office, which 
will review the filings and deter-
mine “whether there is probable 
cause that a disciplinary violation 
occurred.

“If necessary, Disciplinary 
Counsel may conduct a further 
inquiry,” Davis wrote in a Sept. 1 
email, noting that the referral “is 
not, and should not be construed 
in any way as, a determination 
that any improper conduct has 
occurred in this case.”

According to a bar spokesper-
son, if the Disciplinary Counsel’s 
Office does not find probable 

See FUNDINGS, page 2
See WATER, page 8

Housing Corp 
to buy Rhine 
Village, fund 

improvements

See COMPLAINT, page 10

■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

WHITE SALMON — Columbia
Cascade Housing Corporation 
(CCHC) announced it will pur-
chase White Salmon’s affordable 
housing complex, Rhine Village. 
The purchase will extend the time 
in which the housing development 
will maintain its affordability.

The announcement comes 
amid a $2.5 million grant from the 
Washington State Department of 
Commerce awarded to the hous-
ing corporation, which along with 
additional capital from the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development fund, will help 
to fund the $6.5 million total cost 
for the handover.

CCHC Executive Director Joel 
Madsen said a loan from the 
1980’s, which funded the project’s 
development, was set to expire 
soon. Within the loan agreement 
was a mandate that required the 
original owners, West Klickitat 
Community Housing (WKCH), to 
keep the housing rates affordable 
for the duration of the loan. Under 
the original ownership, when the 
loan expires, the housing devel-
opment would “be in jeopardy 
of converting to market rate,” 
Madsen said.

See RHINE, page 8


