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United Way of the Gorge seeks support
 ■ By Janet Cook

For the Columbia Gorge News

AMONG THE COUNTLESS 
cancellations wrought by 
the pandemic this year 

was the annual United Way of the 
Columbia Gorge fall gala, which is 
normally one of the organization’s 
primary fundraisers. Other United 
Way fundraising events also have 
been canceled including the annual 
holiday benefit concert.

The gala alone usually brings in 
more than $100,000, according to 
Christine Finson, UWCG executive 
director. 

“Normally we award about 
$250,000 annually, pretty much all 
of it from our fundraisers,” Finson 
said. The UWCG serves programs 
in Hood River, Klickitat, Sherman, 
Skamania and Wasco counties. 
Many organizations in these com-
munities rely on annual United Way 
funding to provide vital services, 
including food pantries, shelter 
services and youth programs.

 With no fundraisers happening 
this year, UWCG is trying to raise 
money in other ways, including 
contacting past donors and sending 
mailers. The organization has 
also created a video showing the 

important work it does in Gorge 
communities, which is being 
emailed and pushed out on social 
media.

“It’s hard to execute virtual 
fundraising,” Finson said. Without 
the usual fundraising events, the 
UWCG board is working to get the 
word out in Gorge communities 
that funding needs are still abun-
dant — now more than ever — and 
will continue. “We don’t want to 
leave anyone behind,” she said. 
The UWCG hopes to raise $250,000 
by the end of the year to support 
organizations and programs during 
2021. During the fall push, Finson 

said the goal is to raise $100,000; so 
far, about $22,000 has been raised.  

The organization proved to be 
a vital lifeline this year when the 
pandemic hit. It teamed with the 
Healthy Gorge Initiative — a col-
laboration of nonprofits, healthcare 
providers and other agencies, 
with support from Providence 
Hood River Memorial Hospital 
— to create the COVID-19 Gorge 
Community Response Fund. The 
fund provided immediate aid 
for organizations serving at-risk 
populations through a streamlined 

Veteran’s Day Tribute — INSIDE!

Supporters of President Trump rally around The Dalles Post Office on Election 
Night, pictured above before polls closed in Oregon. A handful of counter protes-
tors were also on scened, find more on page 11. Mark B. Gibson photo
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Seniors to host 
scholarship auction
 ■ By Jacob Bertram
Columbia Gorge News

TWO TROUT LAKE STU-
dents are putting together 
an online auction fundraiser 

to benefit the graduating class of 
2021 at Trout Lake School.

Trout Lake seniors Evan 
Tattersall and Angela Jaco are 
teaming up to put on a week-long 
auction on Facebook. One-
hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Trout Lake 
Community Foundation, which 
regularly provides scholarships 
for post-secondary and technical 
training to local students and 

citizens, according to their website. 
The auction will be hosted on 

Facebook page “Trout Lake WA 
Class of 2021 Online Auction 
Fundraiser,” and will commence 
from Sunday, Nov. 29 at noon to 

See�UNITED,�page�2

Car hijacked in The Dalles
A local man’s car was hijacked at gunpoint in The 

Dalles Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 3, and Marcos Antonio 
Vargas, 28, a resident of Madras, has been arrested 
and faces multiple charges.

Lucas Ward, a Hood River resident who had been 
working on a rental property in the 800 block of E. 
18th St. in The Dalles, was loading his car before head-
ing home.  “I was standing at the car when he pulled 
up, hijacked me at gunpoint,” Ward said. “I was load-
ing my car with tools as I finished work. I haven’t had 
a gun pointed at me in awhile,” he added, not since his 
youth in Grand Rapids, Mich. 

He had little warning. “I heard it, and looked up, 
and he was in my face real quick,” he said. The police, 
he added, arrived very quickly as well but the suspect 
had already fled in Ward’s car.

•••
The hijacking occurred mid-way through a police 

chase that began in Gilliam County, east of The 

A The Dalles police officer and Wasco County deputy capture 
fingerprints and bag evidence from a black BMW involved in 
a pursuit and carjacking Tuesday afternoon. The car exited 
in The Dalles and ended up in the 800 block of E. 8th St. 
 Mark B. Gibson photoSee�PURSUIT,�page�2

Angela JacoEvan Tattersall

See�AUCTION,�page�12

See columbiagorgenews.com for 
ongoing election updates, and the 
Nov. 18 print edition.

ON NOV. 3, MAYORS IN THE 
Dalles and Hood River won 
re-election and incumbents 

were re-elected in three races for 
Oregon House districts representing 
Gorge counties: Democrat Anna 
Williams of Hood River, Republican 
Greg Smith of Heppner, and 
Republican Daniel Bonham of The 
Dalles held off challengers.

All results are final unofficial until 
certification; in Oregon that date is 
Nov. 19.

“We’ll have one last batch of 
ballots we’ll count after 14 days 
(resolved ballot challenges, ballots 
from other counties), so that’s why 
these are unofficial results until we 

certify the election in 20 days,” said 
Wasco County Clerk Lisa Gambee. 

The Dalles
The closest local races are for The 

Dalles City Council, where incum-
bent Darcy Long-Curtiss leads John 
Willer 3,193 to 3,095 , a 50.47 to 
48.93 percent margin for Position 2, 
and incumbent Rod Runyon leads 
Tiffany Price 3,305 to 3192, a 50.58 
to 48.85 percent margin. 

In Oregon, an automatic recount 
is only triggered when the count is 
within one fifth of one percent. 

Said Long-Curtiss, “I am grateful 
for the opportunity to serve the 
residents of The Dalles for four 
more years. I look forward to hear-
ing from people about the issues 
they feel are most important to our 

community.” 
Said Runyon, “First of all, thank 

you to the citizens of The Dalles. 
The opportunity to serve rests 
with you and I sincerely appre-
ciate the request to continue in 
this position. Those familiar with 
my background know that I enjoy 
doing the research that leads to 
questions on both sides of an issue. 
As a non-partisan councilor, I do 
my best to represent the general 
good of the community. I will listen 
to your concerns and while we may 
not always ultimately agree, I will 
endeavor to bring your questions 
forward. 

“To all those candidates who 
did not succeed this time, it is my 
hope that you will continue to be 

See�ELECTION,�page�11

In Hood River on Nov. 3, community members gather for a rainy vigil by candlelight for social justice. It was the final of 24 weekly gatherings, organized by the com-
munity group Somos Uno at Second and State streets. As happened every week, attendees kneeled or remained silent for nine minutes, in memory of George Floyd, 
who died in Minneapolis Police custody in May.  Kirby Neumann-Rea photo




