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STAY OPEN
There are a lot of barriers 

to maintaining access to our 

democracy. Insights, Page 2

DISMISSED
Court strikes down lawsuit 

challenging Polis’ stay-at-

home order. Page 32
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• Public option: Lawmakers to try 
again.
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• Criminal justice: Proponents 
look for more to be done.
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ROAD TO RECOVERY
Pandemic looms over policy decisions as lawmakers return to Denver

BY JOEY BUNCH

Colorado Politics

W
hen House Speaker Alec Garnett and Sen-

ate President Leroy Garcia drop their gav-

els for the first time on Jan. 13, the work to 

pick up the pieces begins.

Lawmakers are expected to talk about 

vaccines and the price of health care, stim-

ulus and stop-gap measures, animal welfare and man-

aging wolves, broadband internet and turning regula-

tions and federal dollars into green energy.

That’s just a start.

What Gov. Jared Polis, the master planner, wants in 

the new year is a $1.3 billion Colorado stimulus pack-

age. The budget proposal he’s rolled out has $220 million 

for transportation and infrastructure projects, and an 

additional $140 million to incentivize business growth. 

Wishing and having are two different things, because the 

legislature decides who are the haves and have-nots.

In the coming weeks, up to 120 days, hundreds of 

bills will be introduced, ranging from large and con-

troversial to stipulated agreements, and resolutions to 

make an official statement from the chamber. Throw 

in committee meetings ranging from two minutes to 

all night. These are the ingredients of how the sausage 

gets made.

Last year’s session was truncated and notable, suspend-

ed in March and called back in May. The “fast, free and 

friendly” session, as it was billed when lawmakers re-

sumed under pandemic precaution, was a whole lot more.

They had 36 fewer days in the last session, and still 

heard more bills (651) than they did during the normal 

times with a booming economy the year before (598).

Lawmakers still made history: passing a sweeping po-

lice integrity bill, advanced family medical leave, passed 

an immunization records requirement, and steadied 
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