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NOT SO SURE
For a race that was supposed 

to be easy, it has felt anything 

but. Insights, Page 2

PRIMARY POLL
Colorado Politics and 9News 

commissioned a survey of 

likely voters. Page 3

COLORADO 

WATCH

An investigation  
by Colorado Politics’ 

news partner

FAILING THE TEST
Half of Colorado nursing homes with outbreaks were cited  

for infection control deficiencies

BY CHRISTOPHER OSHER  

AND EVAN WYLOGE

The Gazette

E
ven as their residents succumbed 

to the coronavirus, nursing homes 

in Colorado hit with outbreaks 

struggled to adhere to basic in-

fection-control protocols, such as 

hand washing and the wearing of 

masks, according to special, ramped-up 

inspections launched by the state.

The state cited more than half of the 

nursing homes with outbreaks for defi-

cient infection-control protocols.

The inspections found haphazard hand 

washing, a lack of face masks, insufficient 

screening for symptoms, poor patient 

monitoring and a host of other issues.

Nursing homes hit with an outbreak 

also were almost twice as likely to receive 

a citation for infection-control problems 

than those without an outbreak, suggest-

ing poor practice played a role in nursing 

home deaths in the state.

The pattern — worse infection con-

trols in nursing homes with outbreaks 

— shows up in nursing home inspection 

data spanning the second week of March 

through the first week of June.

The data, provided to The Gazette 

through a Colorado Open Records Act re-

quest, encompasses a time period during 

which the state increased the pace of 

nursing home inspections to deal with a 

spike in nursing home deaths, hoping to 

blunt the impact in a population unique-

ly vulnerable to the virus.

The new inspection regimen focused 

enforcement on whether nursing homes 

were taking steps to contain the spread 

of infections and protecting residents 

from COVID-19.

The disturbing answer, revealed in the 
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Nursing homes in Colorado hit with an outbreak also were almost twice as likely to receive a citation for infection-control problems than those 
without an outbreak, suggesting poor practice played a role in nursing home deaths in the state, inspections show.
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