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LIFE SAVER
Pandemic aid for one man 

was a matter of life and 

death. Insights, Page 2

NONPROFITS
Local groups are a vital  

element to providing rent 

relief in rural areas. Page 21

A GROWING CAUCUS 

BUSTER
Are House Democrats  

prepared to move in a new 

direction on cannabis?

BY MARIANNE GOODLAND AND PAT POBLETE

Colorado Politics

R
ep. Yadira Caraveo is touting a marijuana 

reform bill that could bust her caucus, as 

they call it, at the Colorado statehouse.

The Democrat from Thornton isn’t try-

ing to be a wedge, but she’s convinced that 

today’s pot is way too powerful, and she’s the only 

member of the House with a medical degree to 

back it up.

Caucus busters are the occasional pieces of leg-

islation that defy assumptions about fealty to 

party. As one industry advocate put it, Caraveo 

lives on an island over pot — an issue that typical-

ly unites rather than divides House Democrats, 

who hold the majority.

The latest version of a contentious bill aligns 

procedures for prescribing medical marijuana 

with other medications and, most divisively, puts 

a 15% cap on THC. The latest draft, released Feb. 

9 with Monument Republican Sen. Paul Lundeen 

signed on as the Senate sponsor, also:

• Allows the state’s marijuana enforcement divi-

sion to have rulemaking authority over the serv-

ing sizes for all regulated marijuana products. 

Currently, the division, part of the Department of 

Revenue, regulates only serving sizes for edibles 

in the retail market.

• Ends the use of vending machines in medical 

marijuana dispensaries.

• Prohibits any marijuana dispensary, medical 

or retail, from selling marijuana that contains bu-

tane, propane or a “known human carcinogen.” 

All cigarette smoke, including from marijuana, 

has carcinogens.

An earlier draft of the proposal obtained by 

Westword cut wider and deeper into the indus-

try’s comfort zone, including a ban on some 

forms of advertising and a tracking program that 

would largely tie medical marijuana patients to 

one dispensary.

Caraveo told Colorado Politics the initial draft 

amounted to a wish list from advocacy groups 

such as Smart Colorado, which aims to highlight 

the risks marijuana poses to youth.

She expects the THC limit is “definitely going 
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