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THE ROAD AHEAD
Central 70 project keeps driving forward  

despite neighborhood opposition

BY CAROL McKINLEY

Special to Colorado Politics

T
he Central 70 Project has been conten-

tious from its beginning. Along the way 

for four years, the $1.2 billion undertak-

ing has left the north Denver neighbor-

hoods of Globeville and Elyria-Swansea in 

a constant state of noise and construction.

Nearly 13 years ago, the Interstate 70 viaduct 

was deemed structurally deficient and function-

ally obsolete, but it was nearly three decades 

earlier when highway engineers realized that the 

viaduct needed repair, said Stacia Sellers, project 

spokeswoman for the Colorado Department of 

Transportation.

“Since about the ’80s until now we’ve just been 

doing damage control,” she said. “That means go-

ing in and doing guardrails, fixing potholes, do-

ing anything for upkeep of the highway so that 

folks can still drive on it.”

Two hundred thousand vehicles travel the 

55-year-old viaduct each day, which Sellers said 

has reached its maximum capacity.

So when the Colorado Department of Trans-

portation started plans to widen I-70 from six 

lanes to eight and to sink a 1,000-foot section un-

derground, they acknowledged they were again 

bringing hardship to families who went through 

a similar upheaval in the 1960s, when the origi-

nal stretch of interstate first separated the neigh-

borhoods.

“By today’s standards, if we were putting in an 

interstate system … I-70 wouldn’t have been built 

through a community,” Sellers said. “We want to 
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Construction continues Oct. 28 on York Street north of the Central 70 Project.
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