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NEXT CRISIS
The coronavirus crisis is 

taxing on the mental health 

of many. Insights, Page 2

TEST TRIAGE
A number of hospitalized 

patients report that they 

never got tested. Page 3

A DEEP DIVIDE OVER  

THE RIGHT TO ARMS
Seven voices weigh in on the quest for common ground on guns

BY DAN NJEGOMIR  •  COLORADO POLITICS

Amid an unprecedented pandemic, even Colorado’s General As-

sembly is on hold and, with it, the perennial public policy face-off 

over gun violence and what to do about it.

Last year, the “Red Flag” law — allowing a court to take the 

firearms of someone deemed to pose a danger to oneself or oth-

ers — passed the Democratic-controlled legislature over heated 

opposition from minority Republicans and right-to-arms advocates. 

This year, Democratic supporters of further gun-control regulation 

introduced bills addressing the reporting of gun thefts and requir-

ing safe storage of guns.

While COVID-19 has derailed the entire debate for the mo-

ment, it likely will be back on the radar soon. Which 

is why we reached out to seven voices across 

the political spectrum and asked each to tell us what’s next on the 

horizon in the back-and-forth over gun control. Our contributors 

include past and present county sheriffs, a county commissioner, 

members of the legislature, a city council member, a former federal 

prosecutor and a constitutional scholar. They represent a range of 

views on the right to arms and firearms regulations.

Read them all; you’ll be informed and also, perhaps, convinced anew 

— as was one of our contributors, Longmont City Councilman Tim 

Waters — that the quest for common ground on guns, gun violence 

and the right to keep and bear arms 

could be a futile mission.
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