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QUAGMIRE
The issue of abortion  

has long been ensnared by 

politics. Insights, Page 2

ACROSS THE DIVIDE
No one party has a monopoly in cities along northern I-25

Editor’s note: This article is part of an occasional 

series to capture views among Coloradans.

U
p the Interstate 25 corridor, the Northern 

Colorado cities of Fort Collins, Loveland 

and Longmont straddle the geographical 

and historical divide between rural and 

urban, past and present, and Democrat 

and Republican.

Larimer County, home to the first two cities, 

has voted for the statewide winner in the past 

three election cycles: Democrats Gov. Jared Po-

lis in 2018 and Hillary Clinton in 2016, but also 

U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner in 2014. Longmont to the 

south splits between Boulder and Weld Counties, 

whose political leanings are nearly mirror images 

of each other.

Between 2010 and 2019, Fort Collins and Love-

land grew in population by nearly 18% (and 

Longmont at almost 14%). That exceeded the 

14.5% growth rate of the state as a whole. Traffic 

and housing have become issues, just like they 

are in other metro areas. Although increasingly 

urbanized, one can still find farms within city 

limits. And within close proximity to one of the 

most popular national parks, the regulation of 

fracking is nonetheless a continuing issue.

The area sends a mix of Democrats and Repub-

licans to the state legislature. Unsurprisingly, 

people living just a few miles from each other 

can hold views of the most strident progressives 
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Hannah Kramer, a senior at Colorado State University, is heading to the Bio-Medical Sciences Department on Aug. 28 in Fort Collins. On this 
day without classes, she is serving as an undergraduate research assistant to help gain research experience toward her degree.

BUILT TO LAST
Infrastructure holds the key 

to giving the economy a jump 

start. Perspective, Page 26
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